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Werfel, Franz THE SONG OF BERNADETTE Viking 


May we confess to a human delight in finding our opinion substantiated by 
so eminent an authority as the jury of the B O M? Here's a "repeat" on our report of 
2/1. "An inspired book which convinces one almost against one's will, through its very 
objectivity of presentation, of the miracle of Bernadette of Lourdes. Werfel, a Jew, 
fleeing from the Nazis to France, and then - with the fall of France, fleeing again 
from the country of his adoption, seeks oblivion and anonymity in Lourdes. There, even 
through the camouflage of modern paraphernalia of the shrine, the spirit that was 


Lourdes caught his imagination - and this story, built on the records and the memories 
and the legends, vitalized by a sensitive approach to the character of the simple vil- 
lage child, is the result. It is, perhaps, overlong though it does not seem so as one 
reads, following the impassioned rebellion of church and state, of intellectuals and 
sceptics, of believers and non-believers, against the declaration of the vision of the 
lady in the grotto. Don't let this be lost under the label of a "religious book" - or 
a "Catholic book" - though it can rightfu ly have a plus sale to both groups. Perhaps 
just such a book is needed when people are seeking some new hold on old faith. Beauti- 
fully done..." Our fears of the book being overlooked are no longer justified, with 
the inevitable fanfare of publicity through Book of the Month ‘selection for June. So, 
get your share! $3.00 
May 1 


INNER SANCTU'Y EDITION OF 


Tolstoy, Leo Nikolayevich WAR AND PEACE Simon & Schuster 


Front page headlines for months plus the "rave review" Clifton Fadiman ac- 
corded this famous world classic on rereading it a few weeks ago, have combined in pro- 
ducing an extraordinary rush of readers to War and Peace. The Modern Library edition 
was published in 1932, In ten years it sold 110,000 copies. In the first three months 
of 1942 it sold over 20,000 copies... Now comes news of an important new edition. Fadi- 
man has written an introductory critical essay. New maps showing parallels between 
Napoleon's invasion in 1812 and Hitler's invasion in 1942 give it up to the minute news 
value. A supplemental leaflet will serve as a reader's guide. The translation used is 
the generally conceded finest translation, made by Louise and Aylmer Maude. And the 
whole of the original text, with epilogues and supplements, will be included. This 
should be not only an immediate best seller but a book for long time stock sales. Why 
not plan a window, tying this in with current books on the Russian scene. $3.00 


A Few Good Fets for the Till 


Two good adventure stories in Rrophy's IMMORTAL SERGEANT (Harper) and THE COMMANDOS by 
Ellvott Arnold (Duell, Sloan & Pearce). A new Rachel Field - AND NOW TOMORROW (Macmsl- 
lan), which will go on her name. A dark horse, THE SUN DIAL by Richard Austin Smith 
(Knopf). See below for reports. 
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April 1, 1942 Fiction 
PROPLEMATICAL ROOKS 

April 27 
Schmidtt, Gladys THE GATES OF AULIS Dial 


First - before launching into a statement of my own opinion of this book, 
may I call to your attention the fact that this is the winner of the biennial Dial Press 
Award, given to "an outstanding novel which deals realistically with the problems fac- 
ing the young men and women of America today". This was the unanimous choice, from 200 
manuscripts submitted to the judges,- Sterling North of the N. Y. Post and Chicago Daily 
News, Margaret Marshall of The Nation, Charles Lee, The Philadelphia Record. Additional 
"boosters" include Whit Burnett and Donald Gordon. So — the majority, to date, seems 
to be whole-heartedly "for it". And there is to be an initial advertising campaign of 
$2,500.00. We are telling you all of this because these facts weigh heavily in the 
scales against our personal opinion. We hope you'll read the book yourselves...With 
this preamble, we now switch to the other side of the record. We not only did not like 
the book; we actively disliked it. We grant that it has all the earmarks of long and 
thorough absorption in the characters, the pattern of their interplay, the purpose of 
the story. We grant that there is an unusual degree of penetration in the analysis of 
the brother - sister relationship, of the gradual disintegration of a spirit under con- 
centrated adulation, of the making of a Fascist, of fearlessness in coping with emotion- 
al problems usually skirted. But the result - and I venture to think I will represent 
Mr. Average Reader, is a sense of wallowing in the emotions of a group of unpleasantly 
abnormal people, under-sexed, over-sexed, perverted, who inflict their sensations upon 
the reader as though indulging in a psychoanalytical debauch. The situation is keenly 
evolved, the characters come through, almost too nakedly. But the process is that of 
Thomas Wolfe at his most tortuously introverted. Somehow the stream of consciousness 
intimacies seem out of tune with the pace of today's living and thinking. There's a 
touch of incest, a touch of homosexuality - along with full measure of more or less 
normal sex. There are passages that are challenging to anyone's thinking, there is 
some extraordinarily perceptive writing. But dreams, letters, innermost thoughts and 
emotions, as Carl tries to rationalize his withdrawal from social and human contacts to 
a purely intellectual sociological approach, plus hero worship of the professor (who 
turns out to be something quite different from his image); as Ellie seeks to escape her 
passion for a ghost, to find normality through a middle-aged, ultra-sophisticated lover; 
as Paul, the uncle, Eugene MacVeagh, the aristocrat, and the various members of the 
group around the two central figures (Ellie and Carl) - all these merge into a power- 
ful novel which certainly will leave no one indifferent. $2.75 


April 29 
Wylie, I. Ae R. KEEPER OF THE FLAME Random House 


Good "pop" but little more, though there is - in the pattern of the story - 
much that reflects the influence of such books as Rebecca and various of Claude Hough- 
ton's novels. Steven O'Malley, foreign correspondent, lately returned because his es- 
sential integrity and search for truth does not appeal to the countries he has visited, 
is assigned a job that soon reveals unsuspected implications. A national hero is dead, 
the result of an accident. People everywhere are feeling that a prop to sanity and the 
future has been taken from them. His constituency, not merely political, but the youth 
groups he had formed, are demanding something to keep his spirit alive. So Steven goes 
to the New England town that was his home to seek the man behind the legend. He unveils 
part of the truth; he guesses at more; but his response is colored by his overwhelming 
love and pity for the young widow, whom he knows is deeply involved in the death. At 


the last, he compromises with the whole truth - as she reveals the danger that was on 
the verge of emerging when death saved a hero from becoming the symbol of fascism un- 
leashed in a country that might have proved too ready for it. For rentals chiefly. $2.00 








Fiction 
April 930 


Matschat, Cecile Hulse HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN Farrar & Rinehart 
Oh, oh, Cecile - you can do good atmosphere writing, fiction and non-fic- 

tion, (witness Seven Grass Huts etc.); your own regular novel, Preacher on Horseback, 
was good Americana. But this rags-to-riches Cinderella story is straight strap-—hang- 
ers' delight, rental library drip, withpraectically the whole gamut of tricks trocted 

ut, slightly tarnished, with a happy ending, complete with frozen orchids. From wait- 
ress in a cheap joint to a penthouse on Sutton Place, with a young doctor who wasn't 
good enough for her, a fortune she didn't know was hers, a strange will, and a hero 
who is in her bad books through most of the story - what more could you ask? Rentals - 
but yes! $2.00 
May 6 “ 


Ball, Harriet EACH ALONE Harper 


Remember The Old Yan's Birthday, by Richmal Crompton (it was very good but 


it didn't get to first base)? This has much the same sense of situation (a fiftieth 


anniversary family reunion this time), sense of story (the pace is better), sense of 
characverization (each member of the divergent group stands out as a personality). 

There is, perhaps, too little humor to relieve what becomes pretty tense going, as a 
romance, twenty years buried, comes front stage once more, and a marriage that has kept 
up a front, threatens to go on the rocks. One gets the story chiefly through the eyes 

of sixteen-year-old Holly, to whom most of the skeletons in the family cupboard had 

ree: either unsuspected or romantic dreams. Good reading - but every reader will be 
grateful not to have been part of this family reunion which should not have taken place. 


$2.50 
> aia 


oo Harper 


Cab la) - 
IMMORTAL SERGEANT gets = [0 


Brophy, John 


* A tale of a shattered Libyan patrol, with six left from an original four- 
teen after an Italian air attack. They must find their way from the western desert to 
safety, with inadequate arms, food, water and no knowledge of their whereabouts. Ser- 
geant Kelly leads them - and eventually puts himself out of the way when he is wounded 
and knows the others have a better chance without him. He is very British, old style; 
successor, Corporal Spence, of the new army, is well aware of his inadequacy, but the 
spirit of his dead leader pushes him on, and eventually, the tiny group organize a raid 
on a German encampment, and with the last minute help of a de Gaulle detachment, suc- 
ceed. At the last, tutored by men who give him a "hard core to grip for courage", 
Spence is standing on his own feet,and ready to cope with even the romance which had 
taffled him. Good action story with psychological pattern. $2.50 + 


Lipton, Lawrence BROTHER, THE LAUGH IS BITTER Vv Harper 


(Repeated from 1/15 bulletin). "With the shadows of European events and 
refugees from Nazi brutality to point up the significance of this story of Max' di- 
lemma, this emerges as a contemporary portrait of a Jew, impelled by mounting cir- 
cumstances to defy law and society. Tragic in its implications, solid in its back- 
ground, high-pitched in its emotions, this assuredly is not a novel for popular con- 
sumption. There is something of Native Son in its racial antagonism aspects, as Max, 
driven early to the shady ways of bootlegging and bookmaking, is caught up in the anti- 
Semitic tension of the last presidential campaign. The rumblings of threat to his busi- 
ness, the pending celebration of his parents' 50th wedding anniversary, the tension of 
his affair with neurotic, perverse Blanche, a Christian, produce a week-end of mounting 


drama, which culminates in violent death. A tragic, ironic book. Not easy to sell 
these days." $2.50 _ 





Fiction 


May 6 


POST STORIES OF 1941 Little, Brown 
The "perennial annual" and again a slick, easy-to-read collection with 

familiar and unfamiliar representation. Virginia Faulkner and Budd Schulberg on Holly- 
wood, there's Eric Knight's Sam Small, there's Gene Henry's Miss Bronska, there are 

two clever versions of housekeeping harassment, by Edward Hope and Glenn Allan; there 
are period, war stories, regional stories, and, for my money, topped by Kay Boyle's 
story of occupied France and the underground railroad, Let There Pe Honour, and James 
Street's boy and dog story, Weep No More, My Lady. Good. Here's one short story col- 


you can put on ilar’ escape reading shelf of the rental library, and recommend 
$2.50 


lection 
for convalescents, as the "problem stories" are in the minority. 


May 7 


AIR FORCE GIRL Carlton House (Random) 


Topical topsy turvy, as Jane joins the Women's Auxiliary Air Force and 
in love with an ace flier, who has a high rating with the women. A little late 
she learns that he had been married to her now embittered best friend, and that he 
to be entangled with the wife of a fellow pilot. She fights him off - he re- 


es — but eventually he straightens out his women, and she accedes. Rentals - ok. 
$2.00 


May 11 
AITH THE ROOT Dutton 


I found singularly refreshing reading. Recommend it to those who long 
de draught h, pure air, of warm human faith in the divine, of a person- 
ality that serves as magnet to a whole community, whatever their faith and creed. 

pal hen Getenins.4 lovable old French priest, confessor to a village on the Canadian-United 
States line, succeeds in drawing people to him with never a sense of a faith over- 
strained, unreal. Always there is the conviction that here is a very human but very 
good old man, who in his old age remembers the passions and the foibles of his youth, 
and accepts weaknesses in others. His "congregation" begins, perhaps, with the boys 
who swim in the near-by river, and to whom he gives scapulars wholesale; it goes on to 
the embittered hunchback living a hermit's life in the woods; it includes the Lutheran 
person whose son wants to marry a Catholic girl; it reaches out to Stan, bad boy of the 
town, in deeper trouble than he merited. There is something of the appeal of Keys of 
the Kingdom, of Dr. Serecold, of Father Nalachy’s Miracle. Choice of Catholic Book 
Club, but should not be pigeonholed as solely a Catholic or religious book. $2.50 


Tor 2ED 


Hume, Doris THIS RIGHT I CLAIM Macrae Smith 


Story of a second wife, who meets hostility on all sides when she marries 
a man she had known and loved years before, and takes on the problem of the first wife's 
home, friends, servants and children. Intelligent handling of a problem of adjustment, 
of learning to make her own place and avoid the effort to fit into another's groove. 
A little more than the conventional renter. $2.00 


Lambert, Reita WHEN NEXT WE MEST Macrae Smith 


Young, light, contemporary and the best she has done lately. Story of Mona 
and Tommy who meet in a bar, fall in love at once, and then come against the hard facts 
when Mona's father dies of a stroke due to the shock of her escapade with Tommy - an 
escapade that is wholly innocent. Full of self blame, Mona goes away, refusing to see 

ommy again. It takes several months, the love of two others, one of whom helps her 
work out her problem with Tommy - before it all turns out as it should. $2.00 
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May 13 
Schachner, Nathan THE KING'S PASSENGER Lippincott 


Good mixture of romance, history and the upsurge of democratic feeling 
among early colonists in a novel about Bacon's rebellion, in 1676. The central chara- 
cters are Jeremy Wynne, indentured to Debby who teaches him pioneer ways, and worldly 
Ann. Jeremy learns through underground rumblings of the injustices suffered by the 
colonists, and - when the break against Governor Berkeley comes to a head, he helps 
Bacon organize the discontented. High taxes, oppressinn, injustice, favoritism, ignor- 
ing need for defense against the Indians, combine to strengthen Bacon's cause, but his 
sudden death breaks up the organization, and Wynne and Debby are forced to flee west- 
ward to freedom. This by the author of Aaron Furr (1937) and Fy the Dim Lights (1941) - 
is again evidence of an author who handles his historical material adroitly, tells an 
adequate story, but somehow does not quite come to grips with his characters. $2.75 


May 14 


Darling, Esther Birdsall NO BOUNDARY LINE Penn 


Alaska, and crude Gold City, where Mr. Dean takes his two spoiled, tender- 
feet, the youthful Jack and Madge, to harden them up. Snobbish, petulant, they learn 
to adjust and come through well under emergencies and hardships, with a doubleheaded 
romance winding up the story. Frozen. $2.00 


fay 18 
Pozner, Vladimir THE EDGE OF THE SWORD Modern Age 


Limited appeal, but well done of its kind, this is a graphic, saddening 
picture of France at war in May and June of 1940, as seen by the least of the direction- 
less people, - peasants, fishermen, shopkeepers at war without guns, a disordered, 
halfhearted army, without officers, without maps, in constant retreat. Cross sections 
of the human flotsam - characters cross and recross the pages, but do not fit into a 
definite plot. The war, such as it was, is the motivating force, and the author lived 
through a great deal of it as a private drivinga military car during the Battle of 
France. $2.50 


May 2i 


Safford, Henry Barnard TORY TAVERN Penn 


How a boy's hatred of his Tory father's domination drives him to friendship 
with the Jethrops, smugglers and underground fighters for the freedom of the American 
colonies. Caught by a press gang, Roger serves three years in the British navy which 
adds fire to his hatred; he escapes and returns to his native Long Island to play the 
part of a Tory fop while actually serving as a spy for the American forces. The death 
of Hale does not faze him - but he is influenced by dread of the brand of coward. He 
serves his country well, is eventually jailed and kept on a prison ship, but his beloved 
Jane, now aware of what he has been doing, aids him and his cause, and eventually they 
are reunited and he brings her to his old home as its mistress. A host of historical 
personages strengthen the sense of period and authentic background. $2.50 
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May 22 
slliott THE COMMANDOS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This is good escape reading - one of those adventure stories in which the 
precedence over the factual content and local color. A war story based on 
data concerning Commando activity, details of the training, the men, the 
this is a Hemingw-eighted love story against the planned anti-Nazi raids in 
Norway. Nicole and Alan have met and loved - and now she is guiding force for the 
guerilla warfare in her Norwegian town, in constant communication with the Commando 
base in Scotland. Alan and his fellow commandos, well-informed by her knowledge which 
she obtains largely through her German lover, raid and raid again, and it is Alan who 
is sent to kill the lover when his suspicions of Nicole can no longer be allayed. She 
his identity and aids his escape. They seize what little time is offered them 
- then they part - he to kill her lover and escape, she to live an alibi and 


inue her precarious work for her country. Good yarn, timely (if a bit turpitu- 
) $2.50 


AND NOW TOMORROW Macmillan 


This has echoes of the manner - if not the matter - of And Tell of Time, 
character of Emily, who tells her own story, is less subtly drawn, the con- 
less imperative, the final impression more superficial. Emily belonged to 
of the millowners in a town dominated by the mill. She had few 
of her dead mother to pull her back across the river, to the mill people, but 
quite accept the blueprint laid down for living by the aunt who brought her 


was at odds with her gay and frivolous younger sister, but it didn't matter 
Then came first love, an official engagement, complete absorption in Harry, 
clearly an opportunist and self-seeker - and then down into the depths, with total 
deafness, the result of meningitis. Two years of doctors -— then despair, lightened 
only by her love, though marriage was continually postponed. A new young doctor, hope 
(reluctantly conceded) - and with it, eyes opening to the misery of the other side of 
the river, doubts of her sister and her lover. Labor troubles, in the first days of 
groping toward unionization - and incredible blindness to a second side of the ques- 
tion in Emily who should have been more awake, lead to certain social conflicts, un- 
resolved when strikes and violence succeed fairly orderly efforts to get recognition 
on the part of the labor forces. And finally, her world crashes, financial security 
is shaken, her eyes are relentlessly opened — and even her returning hearing means 
little. Then it is the young doctor who brings her sharp up against reality and san- 
ity, and holds out hopes of tomorrow. Rachel Field wrote two fine novels - this can- 
not measure up to them. But it is interesting reading, though not important, and her 
style is fluent, pleasurable, her plot sense and character sense competent. Serial- 
ized in McCalls. $2.75 


June 1 
Smith, Richard Austin THE SUN DIAL Knopf 


“i This is a hauntingly lovely book. At times it is lush and overwritten; 
at times it is elusive, eliptical; again it is almost melodramatic, sometimes -—for a 
moment - straight adventure. It has fascination, though one finishes it with a feel- 
ing that the author hasn't quite got his subject into focus, that later he will do a 
better book, but that meantime, here is a discovery. It is the story of Soren, who 
had the sea in his veins and nerves. He tries to escape - his escape ends in tragedy 
that darkens his days. He returns to the sea, and for twenty years experiences the 
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life of the tradelanes, chiefly in South American waters. There the first World War 
catches up with him - and there follows a mad race for nitrates, for first place in the 
line for world trade. Then blockade in Denmark, escape from that to service, English 
and American. And finally retirement, only to go to a Viking's death in a dramatic, al- 


most incredible last scene. A good story, uneven in the telling - and a memorable book. 
$2.50 


June 8 
Waters, Frank THE MAN WHO KILLED THE DEER Farrar & Rinehart 


Repeated from bulletin of 12/15/41. "Present day Indian questions, compli- 
cated by the good and bad in the treatment of the Indians, by their rituals, by con- 
flict between the old and the new, provide motivating force for this thoughtful novel. 
Martiniano, an Indian of the Southwest, has been "away" to school and resists return- 
ing tc the blanket, refusing to follow the traditions of his pueblo. He kills a deer 
and gets into trouble with the authorities, so that he is haunted by fear of ill luck 
touching his personal life. But good luck comes with the birth of a boy child, and 
Martiniano at last accepts his place as an Indian. This is not his story alone, but 
the story of his pueblo, with its desire to maintain its integrity, to regain Dawn Lake, 
to unravel the troubles fomented through official lags in treating with the chiefs. 
Well done." $2.50 


June 15 
Hutner, Robert THE FABULOUS PEOPLE Knopf 


The frayed fringe of the international circle in Tokyo while the war was in 
the making forms the background for a novel which is somehow odd, provocative, with a 
sense of the autobiographical, as an American correspondent tells the story of his love 
for Yuriko, the Japanese girl, whom he loses to the demands of family and country. 
There's a cross section of the foreign hangers on, - Skinner, the soldier of fortune who 
capitalizes on Fascism in foreign centers, there's Peskar, the Turk, selling gold out 
ot the country between jail sentences; there's Jadwiga, a white Russian, marrying for a 
passport; there's an Hawaiian princess, an Arab, an Eurasian, a Japanese informer. A 
plotless novel, sprawly, episodic, but with a feel of authenticity, in sense of place 


and people and incident. $2.50 


Late Arrivals - Practically Published 
Frost, Mary Nowell BE YOUNG WITH ME Coward, McCann 


Good feminine fare, perceptive, high-keyed, in a first novel of feminine 
characterization as 26-year old Linda, on the morning of her third marriage, reviews 
her previous experiments. There was young love with Kirby, which was ruined by her 
love of ease and comforts, and her lack of respectfor his pride; then there was a peri- 
od as a gay divorcee, marred by the knowledge that she is barren, that life is running 
away from her; then there's her impetuous marriage to neurotic Dennis, whose death she 
chooses to think of as an accident. Foster, whom she is about to marry, is eminently 
eligible, even though she has snitched him from her cousin Caroline. But the morning 


precipitates a succession of crises - and at the end she yields to Caroline. (4/6) 
$2.00 


Morris, Wright MY UNCLE DUDLEY Harcourt, Brace 


Saroyan derivative for this first novel of laconic, warm-hearted character 
interpretation as a carload of assorted personalities make their way south and east from 
California. Uncle Dudley, resilient, earthily philosophic, manages to sell all the 
Space in aocar, as yet unbought, and with his nephew, the Kid, collects his passengers 
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in the second hand Marmon their passage money has purchased. Troubles, gay and grin, 
dog their way; the car costs more and more; eating and sleeping provide plenty of in- 
cidents, as friction breaks out among the seven passengers, and Uncle Dudley manages to 
keep the group together until a last, disastrous breakup of the car lands the survivors 
in jail where the inmates take some of the starch out of even Uncle Dudley. Modern 


pilgrimage in modern manner, with much that is likable. (But not for the nice Nellies!) 
, (4/2) $2.50 
Warren, Mary Douglas THE RICH ARE NOT PROUD Carlton House (Random) 


Pride precedes the falls of Mark for Lois and Peter for Diane, brother and 
sister combinations which cause many misunderstandings. Mark and Diane are socially 


and financially set; Lois and Peter are not - and an involved situation results, fur- 
ther complicated by Mark and Diane's guardian, Fenton Wishart, also falling in love 
with Lois, who is his secretary. Wishart persuades Lois to go off on a trip with him - 


Mark breaks with her. But eventually, Wishart concedes his place to youth, and ultim- 
ately finds himself in love again with an old flame, Lois’ and Peter's mother. Fly- 
paper —- this. (4/7) $2.00 


Tully, Jim BIDDY BROGAN'S BOY Scribner 


Readers of previous Tully books (Shanty Irish, Peggars of Life, ete.) will 
recognize the autobiographical qualities of this story of Virginia, completely unworld- 
ly, sister to Biddy, and of Biddy who - after the disintegration of the family, is 
forced to enter an orphan asylum until’ Virginia can take over his care. Then he takes 
to the road, becomes an avid library reader, wherever he goes, goes in for prize-fight- 


ing, while Virginia becomes the refuge of all sorts of waifs and strays. There is vio- 
lence, poetry, Irish emotionalism, the separate worlds of the hobos, of the prize ring, 
of the social and economic misfits - all presented with sympathy and first hand know- 
ledge. (Publ.) $2.50 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
Published 


Petersen, Herman MURDER R. F. D. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Rural removings as a death from a vicious bull brings about two more deaths, 
a kidnaping, and the deliberate framing of an innocent man. Local Doc Miller fights 
for his friend, silences scandal, and nabs the killer before another murcer is com- 
pleted. Aboveboard. $2.00 


Mason, Van Wyck ORIENTAL DIVISION G-2 Reynal & Hitchcock 


An omnibus which includes The Sulu Sea Murders, The Fort Terror Murders, 
and The Shanghai Bund Yurders, all featuring Army Intelligence's Major Hugh North. 
Masculine dish of international intrigue and complications with Zamboanga, Luzon Island 
and Shanghai for timely backgrounds. Of the good old hair-raising, sinister school. 


$2.50 
April 6 
Foreman, L. L. THE RENEGADE Dutton 
. A-1 high adventure in the tale of a white boy raised by the Sioux after his 


family had been exterminated by Comanches. When he is a full fledged Sioux warrior, he 
is torn between his two heritages as his tribe is invaded and herded to the reserva- 
tion, and Custer's last stand provides the climax. The (ndian side of the story, with 
the romantic angle well handled. $2.00 
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April 15 
Odlum, Jerome NIGHT AND NO MOON Howell Soskin 


Melodrama, that continues right to the last mile in the death house, as 
private detective Mike, on the point of receiving information against the city's cor- 
rupt government, is framed with a murder charge. Political machinery keeps him from 
proving his innocence, and how his lawyer, ex-fiance, and fellow detectives dig to get 
evidence - while he is being railroaded makes a holding tale with a nip and tuck, 
electric chair finish. $2.00 


May 6 Ww 


Barrington, Maurice STOP ON THE GREEN LIGHT! Harper 


Timberlake, Oxford don on a visit to New York, and pretty much of a docile 
fossil, finds himself in an altogether unprovoked predicament which includes a corpse, 
a pretty girl with a pistol, and a German spy ring. A crosscountry runaround as Tim- 
berlake and the girl do their best to circumnavigate and circumvent the Bund band - 

$2.00 &—" 


Ul ous 
Herper- 


and do. Fast, frisky, and entertaining. 
Field, Peter FIGHT FOR POWDER VALLEY! 


Fair to middling yarn of the Powder Valley ranchers, Pat, Sam and Ezra, 
once again fighting crookedness, this time for the purpose of protecting duped land 


after they have learned that the incoming settlers and farmers are not to 


buyers, 
$2.00 


blame for their encroachments. 
Walling, R. A. J. THE CORPSE WITH THE EERIE EYE Morrow 


Unremitting Tolefree, called in to straighten out a family disturbance 
among the Lowells, finds himself completely walled off by family and friends when the 
murder of a bounder, newly arrived in the county, occurs. Unabashed, Tolefree ferrets 
out the relationship between the Lowells and the victim - and nets the killer. Eng- 
lish, equable and equitable. $2.00 


May 20 


“ 


Wells, Carolyn MURDER WILL IN ; Lippincott 


-.-definitely lets us out. Faultless Fleming called in on the murder of a 
and whose murder leaves several of 


young, flirtatious wife - married to a dour Scots - 
Stone 


her suitors under suspicion, primarily the one who reciprocated least, Brand. 


is hired to free Brand, and does so in addition to securing a large inheritance and 
$2.00 


a wife for the lucky man. 


June 5 


Edwards, James G., M. D. DEATH AMONG DOCTORS Doubleday, Doran 


Another in the Monmouth Memorial Hospital and Inspector Bondurant series 


as the- election of the new Chief of Staff precipitates bad feelings, scandal and 


Bondurant has his hands full sorting out timing, suspects and alibis, but 


murders. 
Flat. $2.00 


draws a confession through the accusation of an innocent person. 
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e June 5 


King, Rufus DESIGN IN EVIL Doubleday, Doran 



































Miriam, shanghaied under false pretenses, finds her host, his relatives, 
and two psychologists determined to prove her a long lost heiress. Realizing she is 
scheduled to be a needed body, terror grows when a death does occur, but it helps her 
case for the young psychologist, who, with a knowledge of police work, determines it 
is murder and recognizes her real identity. Weak, but sleek. (Red Pook novelette.) 

$2.00 


Short, Luke SUNSET GRAZE Doubleday, Doran 


Cut above average for the story of Dave's fight to win Beth's trust and 
prove her ranch manager a rustler as well as a murderer. Incurring the enmity of the 
entire community, he has plenty of adventures in digging up proof against a crew of 
merciless crooks - and gets his gal. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 
April 15 (NU. ) ed 


Gunther, John INSIDE ASIA Harper 
1942 War Edition Completely Revised 


’ The record which John Gunther's revisions of Inside Furope have rolled up 
e in sales makes one realize that a new edition - in this case — must be treated as 
virtually a new publication. At the present moment, a revision of Ins1tde Asia seems 
imperative, and yet as it comes off the press, the section on India already needs re- 
vision. (Perhaps before the final proofs are pulled that revision will be made, or at 
least, a supplementary paragraph added.) It is a tribute to the quality of the origin- 
al text that the changes have not needed to be drastic. Additions, yes - but only oc- 
casionally revisions of basic background facts or interpretation. Gunther clarified 


, the complexities of Asia for me as no writer before or since has done. His book has 
served as a springboard and background for the ever increasing literature on the sub- 
j ject in the past three years. Skimming it again, to ascertain the changes, I have 


found it still essentially good reading, and have been able to dovetail other lately 
acquired facts (from the daily history of the war, and extensive reading) into his 
picture. There have been some significant changes of chapter heads, in themselves 
slightly changing the focus; there have been some new chapters inserted (Pearl Harbor 
and the Pacific); many chapters have had paragraphs and whole sections inserted, in 
some cases to bring the history up to the minute, in some cases to expand what may be- 
come of increasing importance. Where factual changes are not pertinent to the main body 
of the text, footnotes are added. The chapters dealing with India prove his perspica- 
city and needed less change than I should have expected. It is an excellent piece of 
blue-pencilling, expansion, interlinear editing. And the book should move on to new - 
highs as a result $3.50 nw 


April 17 


Hindus, Maurice RUSSIA AND JAPAN Doubleday, Doran 


ac I was thrilled when I read Hitler Cannot Conquer Russia some months ago, 


Se and found myself wholly convinced of the soundness of his contentions. Time has proven 
how sound they were, and should give added validity to this book which expands what he 
wrote earlier of Russia in Europe, and goes deeply into Russia in Asia. An immed- 
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iate chance for a plus sale is obvious in the closeness of publication date to the new 
Gunther edition of Imside Asta, for Hindus picks up the threads Gunther lightly throws 
out and makes one see every facet of the incredible expansion of Siberia as vital to 
the whole picture. For ten years Japan and Russia have been in conflict on the bor- 
ders; open war is inevitable, but Hindus completely justifies Russia's stalling for 
time, not as a symptom of blindness to a possible initiative on the part of Japan, but 
to the importance of postponing action on two fronts while Siberia strengthens the 
preparation already far advanced. Fascinating revelation of a new world in the making, 
of expanding frontiers that stir the imagination. $2.00 





Money 1n the T1ll - If You Make the Most of These 


Excellent one-volume biography of JEFFERSON by S. Kk. Padover (Harcourt Brace); Emil 
Ludwig with a comprehensive survey, THE MEDITERRANEAN (Whittlesey); good escape read- 
ing for animal lovers, ANIMALS ARE MY HOBBY by Lintz and Augur (McBride); absorbing 
wartime adventure, FLIGHT TO FREEDOM by Barbara Padowice (Duell, Sloan & Pearce). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
April ??? 
Gann, Ernest K. GETTING THEM INTO THE BLUE Crowell 


A picture of airplane assembly and construction and the new ways and meth- 
ods to meet the vast building program under way. Bombers, cargo carriers, troop trans- 
ports, attack bombers and the modern aircraft workshop-city that is providing then, 

é from small to large concerns. How defense has shown that production can be speeded up, 
the special construction snags...the parts of the machines and their importance...musts 
of design, safety, economy of material, schools for the workers and the vital necessity 
of skilled workers. Contrasts of German production and products. An appreciation of a 
vast undertaking and the steps that have already been taken. Guide to airplane design, 


costs, production -— for the interested layman. Photographs. $2.00 
Pollock, Channing GUIDEPOSTS IN CHAOS Crowell 
The author has a pull with certain types of audiences - to us he seems 


slightly tinged with a Pollyanna caste of countenance. These are short commentaries 
on personal experiences and the experiences of others on wasted time, fears, worry, 
mental outlook, kindness, the other fellow's side, human qualities of important peo- 
ple, family, marriage, Christmas, contentment, work, age, money, patriotism, freedom, 
wealth of existence, faith. Sell as reminiscences in episodic form, with interpolated 
bits of his years in theatre, his opinions -— disarming and very personal. $2.00 


Brown, Rose & Bob AMAZING AMAZON Modern Age 


The Cooks tour, light-heartedly and high-spiritedly, up the Amazon. Pre- 
vious knowledge of the country gives them an auspicious start, and they find plenty to 
report in oddities, incidents, fellow passengers, places, markets, natives. There are 
various visits, there are Bob's scenarios, there are nooks of river travel, boat cap- 
tains, foods, comforts and discomforts, big towns and little; there are bits from 
diaries and much personal comment. Unhackneyed, amusing travel talk for stay~at—homes. 


$3.00 
o April 13 


Petrova, Olga BUTTER WITH MY BREAD Bobbs-Merrill 





Autobiography of one-t:me famous theatre and moompix actress, who left her 
stage career for the quiet life. Born Muriel Harding, she was the ugly duckling of her 
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family and the consistent rebel against her father's discipline. School and France and 
her grandmother gave her a taste of liberty and she made a break when her father wanted 
to marry her off. Then the upward climb, from a job as governess to sensational suc- 
cess in light opera, under the name of Olga Petrova. Memoirs of revolt, the hard way 


up, love affairs, marriage, retirement — well laced with famous names... $3.00 
April 13 

Rauschning, Anna NO RETREAT Bobbs—Merrill 

° I found this fascinating reading, though I do not think it will be easy sell- 


ing. However, it is an important book, so make it your job to sell it. The wife of 

Hermann Rauschning tells the absorbing story of the years when Nazism was taking control 
in Germany and in the Danzig Polish Corridor section where they lived, and where he held 
an important political position. She tells of how insidiously people who thought to con- 
trol the movement became deeply and terrifyingly involved, of how - for a time - her hus- 
band was caught by the hypnotism of Hitler's personality, and was in constant fear of her 
open opposition, determination to keep their children free in thought and deed. Of dis- 
ilainful recognition of what was happening, his forced withdrawal, and their ultimate es- 
cape across Europe - eventually to America. $2.75 


Thomas, Elbert D. THOMAS JEFFERSON, WORLD CITIZEN Modern Age 


The Senator from Utah shares with his readers the results of a lifetime in- 
terest and enthusiasm for Thomas Jefferson, and many months of careful winnowing of 
his written words. This is not a biography but an interpretation, in terms of world- 
wide needs and political tendencies today. Jefferson foresaw the struggle democracy 
would face, but had unshakeable faith in ultimate victory. His doctrines today face a 
world wide test. Senator Thomas feels that there has been more unity in the pattern 
of world affairs than we realize, and that democracy is essential to its continuance, 
with Jefferson's four freedoms an essential base. He weighs every facet of Jefferson's 
philosophy, often using Jefferson's own words in illustration. His topics cover a wide 
range, from agriculture and education to the nature of man, from his theories of revol- 
ution, of society, of slavery, to morals and religion. An excellent handbook to sup- 
plement a biography, but not an easy book to sell except to converts to Jefferson, 


world citizen. $2.50 
Padover, Saul K. JEFFERSON Harcourt, Brace 
° The biographer, in concentrating the great canvas of Thomas Jefferson's 


life into one volume, has done great service to the general public. For here is a 
very readable, inspiring and human biography of a man whose whole career is a symbol 
of that democracy for which we fight today. Padover has made Jefferson come alive, 
with his extraordinary gifts, his virtues and his weaknesses, his infinite capacity 
for growth, his maturity of understanding of social and democratic principles. All 
these aspects unfold as the story of his crowded life is told. An enormous amount of 
material is packed into these 422 pages. At some points the author diverges from the 
traditional and almost legendary figure, but always he seems to know his subject thor- 
oughly. One could wish for more ramifications of the pattern of history; one misses 
that sense of the influences he set at work (a conspicuous example, for instance, is 
the omission of the Lewis and Clark venture with all its implications, and other simi- 
lar evidences of Jefferson's vision). But there is so much there - and the man is him- 
self so essentially the whole, that one need not quarrel with omissions. Illustrated 
with an unusual number of fine portraits....Tie sales in with Jefferson's birthday and 
the dedication of the Jefferson memorial. $4.00 
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April 16 
Anshen, Ruth Nanda - ed. SCIENCE AND MAN Harcourt, Brace 


Second volume in Sctence of Culture series, of which Freedom: Its Meaning 
was the first volume. The editor has once again succeeded in bringing together a dis- 
tinguished number of contributors, 24 in all, including such eminent writers and au- 
thorities as Huxley, Kaempffert, Malinowski, Maritain, Mumford, Jung, etc. There is a 
preponderance of professorial and editorial slant, too little of practical lay view- 
point for this to appeal to a general audience. In the final analysis the general 
trend is towards stressing the power of reason and its decisive influence on the life 
of humanity, and the ever-present danger of not recognizing the limitations of science. 
College and public library primarily. $4.00 


Richards, Grant HOUSMAN 1897-1936 Oxford 


An interpretation of a not easily known man, justly and objectively render- 
ed as a portrait of a kindly, sensitive, formal English don and poet who does not lend 
himself to familiarity. Richards was his publisher for over forty years, and from 
letters, notes, reminiscences, he recreates the man as author, gourmet, traveler, as- 


cetic - precise,unworldly, fastidious, shy. Closes with an analysis of his work... 
$4.00 


Corey, Lewis THE UNFINISHED TASK Viking 


A positive program for victorious peace - that is Corey's challenge in this 
provocative book. Where Burnham's Managerial Revolution argues that democracy is im- 
possible in any "new order" after capitalism, Corey has faith in an economic recon- 
struction for democracy with minimum changes maintaining a system of checks and balances 
in which government, capital, management and labor will each hold their own without 
anyone taking undue power, the inevitable opening wedge to totalitarianism. Here is a 
Clear and impassioned analysis of both fascism and communism, which cuts to the very 
roots of their weaknesses and makes democracy seem worth fighting for, no matter what 
its weaknesses. Not a superficial book, but one that will stand the long pull. $3.00 


April 17 
Gibbs, Philip AMERICA SPEAKS Doubleday, Doran 
I don't understand the magic of his name - with American audiences - for a 


backward look at the record made by his books (non-fiction) certainly does not make 
one feel much confidence in this his latest. European Journey ('34) was all sweetness 
and light, even to accepting Hitler as a symptom; Across Frontiers ('38) still urged 
friendship with Germany, but we reported the book as "news when Sir Philip reflects 
any pessimism". England Speaks was a rosy view somewhat pegged down in '37 by Ordeal 
in England — but neither, in retrospect, seems realistic. Now comes America Speaks 
which says the things people like to hear about themselves and their country, but - 
critically viewed, it seems too optimistic, reflecting the ease and comfortable re- 
moteness of America and failing to see (in 1941) the undercurrents of isolationism in 
any direction. And after Pearl Harbor he is convinced all is hunky dory, accepting 
as gospel truth every statement made on the air, in the press. His record of his 
speaking tour is a paean of praise for his hosts (and hostesses) - a far cry from the 
bite (and humor) of John Mason Brown and E£. M. Delafield. Prophecy - the public will 
love it, and it will sell. $3.00 
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April 20 


Seaton, George Whiting LETTERS TO A SOLDIER Dutton 


Not as strictly uplift as Letter to My Son - but rather well meant advice 
in broader terms, as man to man. A veteran of the last war, a travel writer, passes 
on counsel as based on his own experiences, general, sensible advice, stressing pretty 
much the fact that "the army is what you make it". Letters on promotion, homesickness, 


sex, boredom, officers, annoyances, morale, and what we're fighting for. $1.00 
April 21 
Binns, Archie THE ROARING LAND McBride 


A persuasive narrative about the living map of Washington (state), in the 
not too far distant past, as the author tells of his life in that state, from the ex- 
periences of his family in making a living (strawberries, apples, truck farming, rais- 
ing hare, goats, and winding up in a varied collection of disappointments and discour- 
igements). Then on to the steamboats used in trips to sawmills, lumber empire, and so 
on; men and labor. How a baseball game won a boundary line; differentials between 
cities; the Grand Coulee, the Columbia River, the Japs. An "I remember" and contem- 
porary history in pleasant and readable blend. $3.00 


Carse, Robert THE UNCONQUERED: Furope Fights Back McBride 


Nine episodes of underground resistance, organized, unorganized, on the 
part of the conquered people of Europe, retold in semi-fictional style with pace and 
drama. Norway, where Anna Toht, a Commando girl, takes five wounded prisoners by boat 
to England; Holland, where a boy dies to smuggle out an English pilot; Belgium, where 
a miner sacrifices his homing pigeon to the cause; France, where an ex-Fascist General 
redeems his guilt by foiling the Gestapo; youth in Spain, a grandmother in Greece, a 
mountain fighter in Yugoslavia, a university student in Czechoslovakia, and concentra-— 


tion camp victims in Poland. True stories of stubborn, suicidal resistance. $2.75 
April 22 
Wilson, Margery THE WOMAN YOU WANT TO BE Lippincott 


S 

Margery Wilson's Charm Course costs something around seetur~sa5 - maybe 
more. Here is the gist of it, pressed down into book space. With the spritely slogan 
"Arm against, harm with charm", we're off, and practically overnight we've whipped up 
a good case of “radiation from within" which radiates out to include speech and voice, 
an illusion of beauty, graceful conversation, grooming, proper vocabulary, culture, 
and allied assets. Lovely in every way (to the degree of a slight nausea). Lots of 
true stories, success stories, and friendly, feminine counsel involving homework such 
as practising smart repartee on your canary. If he answers back, don't blame him. 


Good merchandise this - even though we sound a wee bit.flippant. $2.95 
April 24 
Frank, Waldo VIRGIN SPAIN - New Edition Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


New material is added to this "symphonic history" of Spain to bring the his- 
tory of the republic and its downfall up to date and to point the way to Spain's future. 
An artist-mystic's interpretation of culture, history, customs, physique, in rhythmic 
prose, almost lush, semi-Biblical. The first part is almost entirely pictorial; the 
second part telescopes historical and cultural background. For aesthetes. $3.50 
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April 24 
Enders, Gordon B. FOREIGN DEVIL Simon & Schuster 


Authentic knowledge of a "man-god" and his aims and ambitions, of the 
strange countries and peoples, religions and philosophies, that he collected in his 
years of Oriental wanderings. Jowar Singh, servant in the household of a Presbyterian 
missionary, started young Enders on the right path, constituting himself guide, in- 
structor and mentor. He saw the great famine that killed thousands along the Grand 
Trunk Road; the mission became a refuge for the sufferers; he summered in Tibet and 
met Chanti who introduced him to Lamaism. He made tours of pilgrim trails, learned 
secrets of religion, absorbed the atmosphere of the country, so that - after the first 
world war, he returned to China as a business man, soon shifting over to aviation, which 
he taught under Chiang Kai Shek. He met the Pachan Lama and worked with him for six 
years, and became the first foreigner to hold an appointment in the Upper House of the 
Tibetan National Assembly. Might almost be the true story behind another Shangri-La. 
Good Oriental true adventure - escape reading par excellence. $3.00 


Aldrich, Elizabeth Perkins - Ed. AS WILLIAM JAMES SAID Vanguard 
A Treasury of his Work 


Varieties of Religious Experience constitutes, I fear me, the average range 

of knowledge of “what William James said". And that is hearsay to more people than 

not. Now comes this anthology of sayings, quotations, apt commentary on the passing 
scene, arranged under headings such as the Moral Life, Education and Practical Wisdom, 
Friendship, Art and Literature, Travel Notes, National Traits, War and Peace, Faith, 
Religion, God, Knowledge, Freedom, etc. etc. Much of it has a sense of familiarity; | 
can it be that he has become part of common speech? Revealing - but to what end? Ex- 

cept for public speakers seeking an apt quotation - who uses this sort of book? $2.75 


May l 


Gervasi, Frank WAR HAS SEVEN FACES Doubleday, Doran 














Long distance, straightforward coverage with interesting angles, this is 
round the world reportage by Collier's ace correspondent. He was sent to London in 
1941, flying over in a patrol bomber; then went to Cairo, via Liverpool and by boat 
to Capetown, where he comments in passing on Smut's independence of thought, by rail 
to Durban and plane to Cairo, hidden behind a fog of censorhip. He visits a desert 
outpost and patrol, tours a prison hospital, talks to the enemy, learns the desert 
traps, interviewsAuchinleck. Then on to the mid-East where the problems of Arabs and 
Jews are considered; to Turkey and its place and policies; he discusses Wavell and the 
East, Thailand and its unawareness, Singapore, the Philippines and MacArthur. Finally 
back to the U.S.A. from an unsentimental journey with rousing words against complacent 
dreaming —- this before Pearl Harbor. Ends on a heartening note. This is new ground, 
not covered in other journalists' stories. $2.50 


i 
Haggard, H. W. & Jellinek ALCOHOL EXPLORED — (, 2 Doubleday, Doran 


A temperate book about intemperance, by two doctors who have based their 
analysis on considerable research. With no moral basis or mission, they discuss the 
figures on consumption of alcohol, the effects in the body, behaviouristic results, 
inebriety, mental and nervous abnormalities, addicts and their treatment, bodily dis- 
eases due to alcoholism, mental diseases (much more numerous). For those definitely 
interested in the problem — not for strict layman's diet. $2.75 
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May 1 


Pierre J. THE FOE WE FACE Doubleday, Doran 


' 9) 


The central European head of the International News Service gives profiles 
of the men at the head of Nazi Germany, those gluttonous, brutal fanatics, playing fol- 
The material is not new; Caesars in Goosestep did the same thing, more 


low the leader. 

pungently. But there are new and different sidelights on Hitler, on bullnecked Robert 

Ley, on Udet, Streicher, Goering, Ribbentrop, Goebbels, Hess, Rosenberg, the Gauleiters 

and the political bosses. [Informal - informative. $3.00 
May 4 


Burt, Alfred Leroy A SHORT HISTORY OF CANADA FOR AMERICANS Univ. of Minnesota Press 


The author belongs to both countries, and speaks with authority on his 
native land for the Americans to the south who —- he says, quite rightly, -— know too 
little about their nearest neighbor. Through a well balanced survey of a difficult 
history he clarifies some of the reasons for differences as well as likes, he shows 


the long periods of conflict which preceded the still longer period of peace; he anal- 
yzes the basic reasons for continued misunderstandings and hesitant friendship. Canada 


is revealed as a country divided by geography, race, language, religion; a country 
leeply influenced by successive periods of our own history, sometimes paralleling, 
sometimes duplicating later on, sometimes diverging sharply. There is drama and ad- 


i 


venture in the story; the personalities that built Canada are well drawn. Only in the 
analysis of Canada at war does it seem to me he falls short. [Illustrated with 100 fine 
photographs, reproductions of drawings and old prints, cartoons, and maps. A valuable 


} ook ° $3. OO 
7 May 6 } 4A 4 
Doman, Nicholas THE COMING AGE OF WORLD CONTROL Harper 
For those who are seriously thinking beyond the war to a better world or- 
ganization, and who are dissatisfied with the various programs of federal union, etc. 
offered so far, and with the panaceas in tabloid doses which failed so lamentably be- 
tween this war and the last war. Not, however, a book for the average reader, for it 
is a tightly written, closely reasoned and wholly intellectual approach to the problem. 
[The author (political scientist) argues for the future of a supernaticnal society, a 
universal democratic order, completely eliminating the outworn nationalism of today. 
He accepts the lessons to be learned through the failure of the League of Nations, even 
through what he terms relatively the failure of Communism as world revolution and the 
despicable success of Nazi world revolution. He outlines his plan, with its checks and 
balances, in broad terms, concentrating on the essential item of organized force at 
first in the hands of the victors, and of world control of economic and political 
machinery. He recognizes the “Achilles heel" - but presents a challenge. $3.00 Vv 
Frank, Jerome IF MEN WERE ANGELS... v Harper 
~»-no government would be necessary" - so goes the quotation. Jerome 


Frank, formerly head of the SEC, now a federal judge, speaks with authority on the 
growth of the system of administrative agencies, as a modern function and implementa-— 
tion of the vast machinery of government. He weighs the evidence, and indicates that 
the attacks are unjustified (he even names names and cites cases to refute them). He 
presents records comparable in fairness and justice to weighty decisions reached by 
law. This is more a lawyers book than a layman's. Fully annotated. $3.75 





a 
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May 86 “ 


Geister, Edna THE NEW ICE-BREAKERS Harper 


Guide for party success, in terms of socializing the guests. Should be 


good for service get togethers and similar community projects, for large or small fes- 


tivities, planned entertainments, relaxation, fun - flexible arrangement of events, 
good mixers all. Games, music, activities graded as to energies required and space; 


mental games, tricks, games for small groups and limited space, dinner party amusement, 


dances and grand marches. Not a party book for home consumption, but keyed to group 
use. : $1.50 


1} OA ple 


Nuhn, Ferner THE WIND BLEW FROM THE EAST Harper 
A Study of European Memory in American Experience 


The first of a trilogy on different strands in American culture, this is 
inclined to err on the side on intellectual snobbery. The author deals with the cul- 
tural effects of migrations from Europe to America -— the two way pull in American in- 
tellectual flowering. Each section has its roots in the past, each has its own form 


aa. 


of snobbery, New England with its scorn for the Middle West, and so on. This is illus- 


trated with various writers, - Walt Whitman, focal center of the two way evolution, 


Henry Adams, seeking an answer to the question of the American character, Garland, son 
of the Middle Border. From this point - to the main thesis, epitomized in Henry James, 


who went back unwittingly to England; Henry Adams who turned to the Church; and T. S. 

Eliot, who is intellectual rooted in 12th century France...Not for the masses. And 

intellectuals will find it self-conscious involved and overwritten, I think. $3.00 

Prochnow, Herbert V. THE PUBLIC SPEAKER'S TREASURE CHEST i‘; Harper 
A Compendium of Source Material to Make Your Speech Sparkle 


This won't make a speaker out of a dummy, but it will help the utterly un- 
trained and experienced speakers alike to analyze their own methods and, possibly, im- 


prove their technique. About a quarter of the book covers the basic points on how to 
prepare and deliver a good speech, and the author illustrates his points - all well 


a 


taken. Then the bulk of the book is a collectinn of apt quotations, jokes, wisecracks, 


epigrams, amusing definitions, interesting brief bits from famous lives, colorful 


phrases, and a great number of quotations, topically arranged. $3.50 
Stevens, Alden ARMS AND THE PEOPLE wv Harper 
Most of this material has appeared in periodical form, but - retouched for 


— 


book publication, it still seems fresh and zestful. Good reportage of cities, industry 


and human beings in relation to the war and its problems. Most of the material ante- 


dates Pearl Harbor, in a running story of a drafted army, of camps built overnight, of 


housing problems, of the army and workers in boom towns, of Washington the super-boom 
town, of labor-management problems, of the civilian involved in the war program, etc. 


Nothing new or sensational but a vivid picture, with some foretaste of problems we shall 


have to face after the war. Illustrated with photographs. $3-80" 


of DS 


Taggard, Genevieve LONG VIEW v Harper 


aa 


A new collection of poems by one of the foremost modernists and teachers of 


poetry, once again an expression of her humane, liberal sympathies. Spare, sometime 
elliptic, but consistently interesting poems of death and war, poems of those who 


fought in Spain, poems of the Negro race, poems of place and season, with special con- 


centration on her native Vermont. A pleasant collection. $2.00 Lv 
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May 8 
Lintz, Gertrude Davies & ANIMALS ARE MY HOBBY McBride 
Augur, Helen 
° Fascinating material for animal lovers, this is Mrs. Lintz's story of her 
life with animals, particularly with apes which she knows more about and understands 


better than any other scientist today. She started with St Bernards, creating and 
perfecting an American strain; she experimented with rex rabbits, horned owls, pigeons, 
a leopard - all in a Brooklyn backyard. Then came the first of her chimpanzees, Mag- 
gie and Joe, whom she brought up through measles, mumps, teaching them sewing, smoking, 
- and perfect behaviour. Next came Massa, the gorilla, whom she cured of polio through 
following instructions in her husband's medical journals; and Buddy, nitric-acid scar- 
red baby gorilla who became the famous Gargantua. The stories of these easily fright- 
ened, childlike, affectionate, intelligent animals are alternately exciting, appealing 
and tragic. This fits into the picture of markets along with Maria Hoyt's Toto and I 


(which sold) - and the more absorbing Belle Benchley's ‘‘y Life 1n a “an-made Jungle 
(which should have sold and didn't). Illustrated. $2.75 
May 11 
Mabon, Mary Frost A BC OF AMERICA'S WINES Knopf 


Did you know there were 450 wineries in California alone? And a goodly 
number in other parts of the country? New York, Ohio, and briefly other sections com- 
prise about one third of this survey; California the balance. After a short introduc- 
y section, the author takes up - alphabetically -— the leading wineries, where wines 
are bottled at or by the producer. A guide in an uncharted field, this tells what they 
produce, how they taste, their names, their costs. Brief space in each section takes 
the traveler on a wine tour of the district. The last chapter deals with dining with 
wines, at home and in restaurants; and cooking with wines. $2.00 


tor 


Segal, Simon THE NEW ORDER IN POLAND Knopf 


This is a thoughtful scientific analysis of the economic and social as- 
pects of the Nazi occupation of Poland. Since Dr. Frank says of the Nebenland (that 
section which is virtually an outer colony of the new Reich), the Government General:- 
"This represents the best example of the system that will be introduced in the coun- 
tries of New Europe controlled by Greater Germany" - the data relating to partition, 
colonization, religion, culture, justice, education, culture, forced labor, new 
ghettos, prosecution of tusiness, taxes, and so on is of vital interest to every 
thoughtful student of world affairs. A grim picture - this "best example" of a whole 
people brought to the depths, first by ruthless shifting of population, then by or- 
dinances systematically looting a nation. Based on factual records, and not drama- 
tized by anecdotal material, this record tells its own story. $3.00 


The Polish White Book GERMAN OCCUPATION OF POLAND Greystone 
Suggest this to supplement and substantiate the Segal book, for here are 


the actual sources on which The New Order in Poland is predicated. This is the docu- 
mentary evidence collected by the Polish Government in Exile, some from Polish sources, 


some from Germany's own records. Already published. $2.00 
Harlow, Alvin F. WEEP NO MORE, MY LADY Whittlesey 
Kentucky from intimate and historical angles:- traditions, mansions, char- 


acter, families, and the effects of good blood on prosperity, serenity, culture. A 
popular interpretation of regional panorama, colorful to start with, and highlighted 
with close-ups of political backgrounds, food, horses, hunting, the heroism of Ken- 
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tuckians, the Trappist monastery in Bardstown, slavery, the Civil War, duels and feuds, 
whiskey and distilleries, tobacco...composite picture of an individual state. Of 
largely local and neighborhood interest, I should think. Illustrated. Though the Ken- 


tucky Derby has widened the enthusiasm for Kentucky beyond its boundaries. $3.50 
Mayet eqn a/z&- LE Corser 
Ludwig, Emil THE MEDITERRANSAN: Its Destinies and Its People Whittlesey 


This is part of the pattern established with The Nile, and - in the long 
analysis - his decision to keep his balance in normal emphasis on the many centuries 
of past history, and give only superficial suggestion to modern history, is.justified. 
But it makes the book seem prosy -slow moving. One feels impatient to get to his anal- 
ysis of the place of the Mediterranean in the world crisis. and then feels letdown when 
he attempts no appraisal, no prophecy} but lets history speak for itself. Once accepted 
as what it is, the book looms larger, for -impinging on this vast inland sea, is the 
sweep of Western civilization. An introductory section analyzes the geology, geography, 
climate, mountains, harbors, bays and shores, living things - and man. Then the his- 


toric panorama unfolds - a dramatic slow-motion picture, with todays problems implicit. 
$3.75 





Havighurst, Walter THE LONG SHIPS PASSING |} 434") / Macmillan 


Good of its kind, and virtually the only one of its special kind, this' 
story of the Great Lakes, their ships and men. Exciting and expert narration, from 
the early knowledge of the waterways from Indian canoe travel, to mackinaw boats, 
Sloops, schooners, to sidewheel steamers, whaleback, bulk and flat freighters and 
the commercial development they brought about. The towns, the cargoes, the fires, the 
Indian wars, the Mormons, boat building, promoters and developers of the natural re- 
sources, freezes, the famous 1913 storm - and the characteristics that marked the cur- 
rents of change and development of fresh water shipping. As background for the vital 
importance of the Great Lakes in our life today, this should reach a substantial pub- 


lic. $3.00 
° May 26 2 | 

Bolles, Joshua XK. THE PEOPLE'S BUSINESS Harper 

Consumers' Cooperatives - and their record in the U.S.A. As evidence of 


economic democracy, the cooperatives are an increasingly important factor in national 
life, little understood or appreciated by the uninitiate. This is not a complete his- 
tory; there is small space given to the start of the movement in Rochdale - none given 
to the connecting links. But the most dramatic evidences of the movement here today 
are expanded:- the Ohio Farmers Cooperative, Indiana Farm Bureau, Pennsylvania, Eastern 
Cooperative League (Brooklyn), Missouri Consumers' Cooperative, spot news of nation- 
wide growth. Now includes banking, wholesalers, burial associations, insurance, cred- 


it unions, campus co-ops, recreation, Negro co-ops, etc. a \Y 
May 21 

Padowicz, Barbara FLIGHT TO FREEDOM Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

. A poignant and tensely told story of a Polish woman's courageous and har- 


rowing odyssey across Europe with her six year old child, after the fall of Warsaw. 

From security and wealth, circumstances force a rapid transition as she escapes into 
the Ukraine, out of the Nazi frying pan into the Russian fire. Cold, hunger, illness - 
her husband in a concentration camp - her child suffering with asthma - she determines 
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to escape over the mountains. A guide, bribed with American dollars, becomes panic 
stricken and abandons them in the snow of a mountain forest. She goes on without him - 
crosses the border into Hungary, is ordered back by the Gestapo. Escape again - hound- 


ed through Yugoslavia, Italy, Spain, she finally crosses to Brazi and freedom. Absorb- 
. $2.75 


May of 


Masters, Edgar Lee THE SANGAMON Farrar & Rinehart 


ingl 


Highly individual addition to the Rivers of America, which covers the tribu- 
tary of the Illinois and its annals in terms of the people, their good and useful lives, 
and the beauty and symbolism of the country. From memory come portraits of the author's 
family, friends, reminiscences of places and things, from history the figures, large 
and small, that had their origins in this region. Masters intersperses his account 


with his own, pertinent poetry, giving the spirit of the people and the towns. Dis- 

tinctive, intimate contribution to the series, further enhanced by Lynd Ward illustra- 
tions. $2.50 
Aaberg, Jean Littlejohn BABIES ARE FUN Penn 
’ Parenthood without drudgery - a guide by the author of Don't Phone Mother. 


This summary of mother and baby from pregnancy through the second year, with injunc- 
tions to keep your perspective, chronology of dos and donts, sins of omission and com- 
mission to guard against. How to enjoy pregnancy and not count it nine months lost; 
how to behave in the hospital; how to establish the home routine; how to adapt yourself 

your child to the changes in his growing; how to take him visiting. Instructions 
on food, clothing, medical gcare, discipline, training, done with a wholesome light 


touch, neither too conservative nor too radical. Emphasis on intelligent shortcuts. 
$1.00 
June 4 
Smith, Helena Huntington A BRIDE GOES WEST Farrar & Rinehart 


This is the woman's side of the story, the other side of the cowboy country 
of We Pointed Them North (p, 76, February 1939 bulletin). Nannie Tiffany, raised in 
the South, came to Montana with her cattleman husband in 1883. Rosecolored expecta- 
tions were replaced by grim realities, and practical knowledge of cooking, homemaking 
and clothes made hash of Nannie's ignorance of frontier living. Bachelor cowboys proved 
atient and protective and her life was happy despite ill luck. There were Indians, 
ire, too vivid imagination, many moves and babies. There was loneliness and constant 
makeshifts. There was the endless struggle to exist, after the death of her husband 
when Nannie became the breadwinner. Finally, a heartening tale of Eaton's Ranch — and 
the courage of the commonplace. Illustrated by John O'Hara Cosgrave II. $2.50 


r 
£ 
4 


An Overstock of Late Arrivals 
Hubbard, Elizabeth Vernon YOUR CHILDREN AT SCHOOL John Day 


Excellent supplementary book in educational work, in which a teacher re- 
ports on her work with children from 3 to 9. She takes a school year with 6-year olds 
as the medium for her methods and the children's response, detailing the problems, the 
methods of handling each problem, the practical application of theories. She under- 
lines training in logical thought and action, flexible routine, parent cooperation, 
guidance in developing confidence and assurance, social adjustment. Various steps in 
language, painting, music, trips, shopwork, nature, reading, writing, number work, 


through classroom experience. Inspired by the stimulus of her enthusiasm. (Publ.) 
$2.75 
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Se. AGENT IN ITALY Doubleday, Doran 


The memoirs of a German anti-fascist in Italy, which is personal and even- 
ly exciting reading. After helping legally, some 250 men to get out of concentration 
camps in Italy, S. K. was quietly hustled out of the country. He went to Italy, where 
under the patronage of a wealthy Fascistic friend, he established himself as a woman 
chaser and dilettante, and under this alias pursued his work for the Underground. He 
was in a key position to pick up incidental information. Stories of his always appre- 
hensive activities, making forbidden trips, deluding the police, dodging the Gestapo. 
Italy pictured today, indifferent in its nationalism, its Fascism, a weak flank, un- 
likely to revolt until Hitler is defeated from outside. Good reading. ‘Tho $3.00 


Taylor, Henry J. TIME RUNS OUT Doubleday, Doran 


A book which will get space and sales - Doubleday's entry into the war's 
big-timers. Henry Taylor made a flying tour of Europe, partially featured in Life, 
covering 21,000 miles in nine weeks. He got all kinds of special passport passe-par- 
touts; he interviewed many important people from Winant to Petain to Ryti of Finland 
to Abetz. He traces Germany's new economy; he discusses Lisbon and Mrs. Campbell's 
services for political prisoners; hunger in Finland, ersatz in Holland, Hess and a 
fanatic's flight, Switzerland, Vichy, a scoop on the Weygand ouster, Spain, Gibralter, 
Africa. Spot observation, hearsay, blunt criticism (an attack on De Gaulle and his 
mishandling of the Free French movement). The oonclusion - time is running out, and 
speed is our greatest compulsion. Not altogether new, often controversial, sometimes 
doubtful material. More than a tour de force ~ so watch it. (4/10) $3.00 


Putnam, George Palmer WIDE MARGINS Harcourt, Brace 


Pleasant publishing patter, this miscellany of small talk about publishing, 
about books and critics and allied celebrities from actors to presidents, told by one 
who knows the business on its lighter side. The material itself offers gossipy enter- 
tainment, some curiosity, some intellectual-snob appeal -— but Putnam's no born-to-—the 
-purple writer. By and large, he seems to have been a Jack-of-all-trades,- before he 
entered the family firm - amd after he left it. He tucked in adventures of his own - 
personalities in the adventure field (including his wife, Amelia Earhart), Byrd, Beebe 
and Lindbergh. Finally, from publishing to Hollywood. So what! (4/2) $3.00 


Thomas, Jean BLUE RIDGE COUNTRY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


The "traipsin.’ woman" supplies good indigenous material, for this addition 
to the American Folkways Series, though it is more one-sided than the other titles in 
the group. She gives a lick and a promise to history, geography and facts, and settles 
down to the legends and the yarns, the feuds and the stills, spells and superstitions, 
ballads and songs of her mountain people. The Cumberland country is an inexhaustible 
repository of these colorful fighting feuding tales. The last chapter gives a look-~see 


at the last decade, changes in education, farming, mining, government aid. (Publ.) 
$3.00 
Vassilovitch, Ivan BEATRICE THE BALLERINA Dutton 


I can't see this for anything more than a New York comic strip — but why a 
book? Story in caricatures and captions of La Chienne Fatale, the famous ballerina, 
whose mother was a Russian wolfhound and whose father was an English bulldog. Satire 
on the life of a true artiste, with a dig (professionally inspired, no doubt - as the 
creator had a career of his own in the ballet) at the ballet in all its phases. The 
humor is not down my particular alley. But then I didn't like Martingale. (4/6)$1.00 
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Werfel, Franz - Ed, VERDI: The Yan in his Letters Lewts Fischer ''! 


Musical market primarily, for this collection of Verdi's correspondence, ap- 
pearing for the first time in this country, with a biographical portrait by Werfel. It 
is strange that a man whose music is known to all is so little known as a man. The 
sketch by Werfel fills out the personality of the man, rather than the letters, which 
are largely concerned with the technical aspects of his work, their performances, and 


very little of personal interest. (4/13) $3.50 
Anderson, Sherwood SHERWOOD ANDERSON'S MEMOIRS Harcourt, Brace 
Anyone familiar with Sherwood Anderson's writings, - novels, short stories 


and partial tiographies, will find a recurrent sense of familiar territory in this final 
autobiography, if such it can be termed. For here is the source material out of which 
his strange genius grew; here - in his own life pattern and its imaginative ramifica- 
tions, are the seeds which developed into his creative work. Here is a wide span of a 
ection of America better known through its fiction than its fact, of a way of thought 
and life that is essentially American to the core. There is some of his best writing 
here; there is much that is sordid and earthy and primitive, with a strange sort of 


power. Anyone who knows Sherwood Anderson's work, will know what is implicit in an 
ynest endeavor to write his last testament. (4/9) $3.75 
Commager, Henry Steele & Others AMERICA ORGANIZES TO WIN THE WAR Harcourt, Brace 


Twenty articles by well known authorities in their particular field cover- 
ing most phases of the war including its origins, issues, differences, organization of 
armed forces, place of the civilian, farmer, labor, industry, scientists. There are 
excerpts from speeches by President Roosevelt, Winston Churchill and Henry Wallace. 
Chockful of valuable information and a good source book, which gives one a clear under- 
standing of the gigantic task confronting us in organizing for victory. Among the con- 
tributors are Secretary Wickards, Max Lerner, Paul Schubert, Alvin Dodd, Paul de KXruif, 


Dorothy Canfield Fisher, John Chamberlain, and others of equal note. (4/9) $2.00 
Lambert, Jordan W. THE AIR RAID WARDEN IN AMERICA Hastings House 


Revision of manual used in basic training courses since last August. Lam- 
bert, Chief Air Raid Warden of Stamford, Conn. presents an outline, factual, construc- 


tive, of the occupations and obligations, typical organization, relations to the pub- 
lic, warnings, spotting, blackouts, types of bombs and gases, how to handle them etc. 
Sound and sensible, conforms but does not contribute anything new, to the material 

issued ty the OCD. So why issue it? Edited by Ira Hirshfield; includes specialchart 
of war gases and war burns by Dr. Bernard Friedman. (Pub) Cloth $1.00 Paper $.75 
Snyder, Louis L.~ Fd. HANDBOOX OF CIVILIAN PROTECTION Whittlesey 


Probably as much information in as little Space as you can find,- compact, 
-oncise, accurate, and a much better buy than the Hastings House manual, which covers 
only air raid warden service, and that superficially. The six branches of civilian 
defense, duties, qualifications, equipment; staff, fire, police, air raid wardens, 
emergency medical, emergency public work. Alarm system, home preparations, bomb and 
fire control, gas and decontamination, first aid, conservation and salvage, nutrition, 
with a bibliography as well. Good, direct, informatinnal job, which supplements with 
more specific information Duypuy's Civilian Defense of the United States (Farrar & 
Rinehart) - see page 57. Where that is a chart to help citizens know where they fit, 
this is a manual of instruction and information. Prepared by the Civilian Defense. 
Council of the College of the City of New York $1.25 
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Kinoaki, Matsuo HOW JAPAN PLANS TO WIN Little, Brown 
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A last minute addition to Little, Brown's list - but remember what they did 
with You Can't Do Business with Hitler and Defense Vill Not Win the War, both late 
comers. So watch this....An officer high up in the Japanese Naval Intelligence wrote 
this in 1940, a book which is not only a blueprint (its timetable of operations has so 
far been accurately performed) of the war between the U. S. and Japan, but a discussion 
of the military and naval problems which will perplex both sides. Because of America's 
tyranny and arrogance in the Pacific, because of her discrimination against the Japan- 
ese (from the Exclusion Act to the Open Door in China policy) war has been inevitable. 
An appraisal of the fighting strengths of both sides, with no underestimate of American 
resources but stacking them against the fact that Japan can fight more cheaply, and 
with greater endurance. The strategy of the Philippines, Guam, Singapore, the Canal - 
offense and defense as the U. S. attempts to retake these points; etc. etc. A Japan- 
ese equivalent of Vein Kampf, which will probably be much discussed and used as a 
springboard for further argument. Is it "too late"? The publishers plan a promotion 
campaign comparable to the two above-named titles. (4/6) $2.50 


Anderson, Nels DESERT SAINTS Univ. of Chicago 
The Mormon Frontier in Utah 


In the last issue we reviewed two novels dealing with the Missouri and 
Illinois periods in Mormon history (see page 127), Now comes this history of Mormonism, 
not - as the subtitle would indicate - confined to the Utah frontier, but covering the 
whole span of their dramatic history. Written by a man who was a convert to Mormonism, 
a trained sociologist who spent ten years living in Utah and eight years of research 
among sources, many of them unpublished and not available to non-Mormons. Feeling 
that the smaller communities reflected more accurately the way of Mormon life, his sur- 
vey was particularly directed to the outlying Utah communities, St. George, Dixie, etc. 
He studied the long-span effect of polygamy on political and social development; he 
traced the history and biography (to a lesser degree) of the leading Mormons. He in- 
cluded enough anecdotal material to keep the record from being merely a dry statistical 
thesis. I found myself expecting more blood and thunder, more recriminations against 
the Gentiles, but found it amazingly objective, often critical of both sides, apprais- 
ing the strengths and weaknesses of the Mormon faith, society and way of thought and 
life. Certain high points - and low points - of Mormon history and the long strugégle 
against intolerance and misunderstanding and attack from outside are viewed dispassion- 
ately:- one example - . the Mountain Meadow Massacre is treated historically, with 
facts drawn from actual records. This should prove a competent and useful source book 
on Mormon history. (4/14) $4.00 


Miller, Francis Trevelyan GEN'L DOUGLAS MACARTHUR: Fighter for Freedom Winston 


Merchandise made to order for the American hero worshipping multitudes - 
time enough later for a more objective, better balanced biography of the hero of the 
Bataan Peninsula. Luck has broken his way all through his life, from a childhood as a 
veritable boy wonder, member of an army family (his father's career was a spectacular 
one, his brother was a navy man). Mexico, the Philippines at several points in his 
career, Russia, Japan, overseas as commander of the Rainbow Division in the last war, 
Chief of Staff, head of the Academy at West Point in the '20's, and so on - his has 
been a rich background of experience and training and responsibility, all of which he 
has met with independent thought and spirit. Quotations from his own writings reveal 
him as very confident, with firm belief in his own capabilities and destinies. There 
is something of his personal life, his two marriages, his son. There is plenty of hate 
propaganda, and flag waving. And the authenticity is vouched for by the author's own 
record as an historian of note. Introduction -by Lowell Thomas. (Publ.) $1.35 
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Hi) PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Appleton-Century 
Jordan, Elizabeth - YOUNG JOHN TAKES OVER - from 4/17 to 4/24 
Puleston, W. D. - ANNAPOLIS - from 4/24 to 5/15 
Doubleday, Doran 
Abend, Hallett - RAMPARTS OF THE PACIFIC - from 4/6 to 4/17 
Hahn, Emily - MR. PAN - from 4/3 to 5/15 
Newman, J. R. -— THE TOOLS OF WAR - from 3/20 to 4/17 
Harper 
Cullen, Countee - MY LIVES AND HOW I LOST THEM - from 4/1 to 4/15 
Lent, D. G. - NEEDLE POINT AS A HOBBY - from 3/18 to 4/15 
Lipton, L. - BROTHER THE LAUGH IS BITTER - Definite date 5/6 
Robinson, Howard - TOWARD INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION - from 4/1 to 4/15 
THE THREE STAR MYSTERY BOOK - from 4/1 to 4/15 
Thielens, Gerrie - THE MOON LIES FAIR - from 4/1 to 5/6 
Houghton Mifflin 
Lania, Leo — TODAY WE ARE BROTHERS - Price from $3.00 to $3.50 
Lippincott 
Allen, Adam - DYNAMO FARM (J) —- From 4/1 to 4/15 
Salamanca, Lucy - FORTRESS OF FREEDOM - from 4/1 to 4/15 
Wentworth, Patricia - PURSUIT OF A PARCEL - from 4/8 to 4/15 
Little Brown 
Dreher, Carl -— THE COMING SHOWDOWN - from 4/14 to 4/6 
Hamilton, Edith - MYTHOLOGY - from 4/21 to 5/6 
Lavin, Mary - TALES FROM BECTIVE BRIDGE - from 5/6 to 5/20 
@ POST STORIES OF 1941 - from 5/6 to 5/20 
Queen, Ellery - CALAMITY TOWN - from 4/21 to 4/27 
Whitney, Janet P. -— JOHN WOOLMAN, AMERICAN QUAKER - from 4/22 to 5/6 
Macmillan 
Duley, Margaret -— NOVELTY ON EARTH —- from 5/12 to 5/5 
Finnie, Richard - CANADA MOVES NORTH - from 3/31 to 4/7 
Neumann, Alfred - THE FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE - from 4/28 to 5/12 
Pryor, Elinor -— AND NEVER YIELD - from 4/21 to 5/5 
Putnam 
Birney, H. - BROTHERS OF DOOM - Price from $3.50 to $3.00 
Lescaze, William - ON BEING AN ARCHITECT —- from 4/10 to 4/17 
Simon & Schuster 
Bellamann, Henry - FLOODS OF SPRING - definite date 5/18 
Berger, Meyer - THE SEVEN MILLION —- from 4/? to 5/? 
Eastman, Max — HEROES I HAVE KNOWN - definite date 4,22 
Hubbard, Lucien ~— RIVERS TO THE SEA —- from 3/? to 4/15 
McCarthy, Mary - THE COMPANY SHE KEEPS —- from 4/? to 5/8 
Snyder 
Briggs, E. M. - THE FRIENDLY LIBRARY (J) - Price is $1.00 Published. 
Viking 
Werfel, Franz - THE SONG OF BERNADETTE - postponed to 5/11. June Book 
of the Month Club Selection. Prepublication price $2.75 
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THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - APRIL 15TH TO MAY 1ST 








| Page 
April 15 - Gunther, John -— INSIDE ASIA (Harper) 160 
April 16 - Bolster, Evelyn -— COME GENTLE SPRING (Vanguard) 129 
April 17 - Abend, Hallett - RAMPARTS OF THE PACIFIC (Doubleday, Doran) 132 
de Sales, Raoul Roussy - THE MAKING OF TOMORROW - (Reynal & 
Hitchcock). Note correct date. Book of the Month Club 
Selection for May. 58 
Hindus, Maurice - RUSSIA AND JAPAN (Doubleday, Doran) 160 
Norris, Kathleen - DINA CASHMAN (Doubleday, Doran) 80 
| April 20 - Mencken, H. Le. - A NEW DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS (Knopf) 115 
Paul, Elliott - THE LAST TIME I SAW PARIS - (Random House) 
Literary Guild Selection. 32 
Werth, Alexander - MOSCOW WAR DIARY (Knopf) 133 
April 21 - Han Suyin - DESTINATION CHUNGKING (Little Brown) . 84 
Twomey & Herrick — NEEDLE TO THE NORTH (Houghton Mifflin) 136 
April 22 - Teilhet, Darwin - TROUBLE IS MY MASTER (Little Brown) 77 
@ April 23 - Gunn, James - DEADLIER THAN THE MALE (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 1 
yy pMoore, Isabel - THE OTHER WOMAN (Farrar & Rinehart) 81 
\ \ 
April 27 - Queen, Ellery - CALAMITY TOWN (Little Brown) 83 
Schmitt, Gladys -— THE GATES OF AULIS (Dial) 152 
(Note correct spelling of the author's name.) 
April 29 - Wylie, I. A. R. — KEEPER OF THE FLAME (Random House) 152 
April 30 ~- Rinehart, M. R. - HAUNTED LADY (Farrar & Rinehart) 83 


Please Add This Title To Your April 1st to 15th Calendar 


Padover, Saul K. -JEFFERSON (Harcourt Brace) 162 
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OUTDOOR BOOK SUPPLEMENT: GARDEN BOOKS 

Edited By Gene Simmonds 

GARDENS AND THE WAR 


You've probably been swamped with defense literature and perhaps you were first sur- 
prised, and then wearied, by all the books on vegetables for victory. You needn't be. 
First, because we needed some good works on vegetable gardens for amateurs, as opposed 
to farmers. Second, because a normal balance between vegetables and flowers should be 
maintasned. The season's books are excellent and by careful suggestion of the proper 
book you should do a super business for your shop and for your country. Here are the 
facts you should know to clarify intelligently the confusion and annoyance you'll find 
in many clients’ minds. (1) We cannot compare this country to England where space 
and food is at a premium and every inch must provide its maximum yield. We have space 
and if we don't squander all our time and money for our flowers, we can contribute sub- 
stantially. (2) With wartime's longer evenings and shorter travel rations, sports 
and gardens will become important as a means of relaxation, healthful exercise, and 


increased food values, and all of these lead to high morale. 


Blair, Lawrence & Edna THE FOOD GARDEN Macmillan 


. That inimitable pair who wrote and illustrated The Garden Clinic have re- 
peated that success in The Food Garden, vegetables, greens, salads, herbs, fruits and 
berries. I like the opportunity it gives to chart and draw pictures as one takes 
notes, and it will appeal strongly to anyone dependent on visual aids. Edna Blair 
las done an excellent job on the writing, and from the choice and preparation of the 
garden plot, through the culture of each crop, she is clear, thorough and explicit. 
In case this is not enough, each step is drawn by Lawrence Blair to show you just how 
it's done. The drawings are full of ideas that are both novel and practical adapta- 
tions of certain principles you've always heard about and half understood. The dia- 
érams on planting your asparagus bed, ventilation, celery blanching and preparing 
seed flats are particularly good - if seeing is believing. (Pub.) $2.00 


r 


Clarkson, Rosetta E. HERBS: THEIR CULTURE AND USES Macmillan 


The author is a noted authority on herbs and has written two delifhtful 
books, Green Enchantment and Magic Gardens, that did much to popularize them lately. 
Many people collect books on herbs, many people grow them, many people pride them- 
selves on special herb dishes. But most of these books are expensive, old and out 
of print. For the novice this book will take the place of a herb library as herbs 
are covered from their ornamental to their commercial values. One of the most in- 
triguing aspects of herb culture has always been the teas and brews of witches and 
medicine men as well as great grandmothers' recipes for Rosemary biscuits, Herb jel- 
lies, or potpourri. These are given along with various hints of the lavendar and old 
lace era. There are pages of practical directions for their culture, how and why to 
plant herbs, lists of herbs arranged according to color, height, exposure enjoyed, 
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fragrance, medicinal and industrial value. Very few books give as complete information 
of when to pick your herbs, dry them so they'll keep their fragrance and strength. 
Amateurs can use this book easily and profitably; experts will want it for their col- 
lection and for the recipes. In view of the fact that most herbs have been imported 
from the Far East, and that there will be a shortage, many people will find welcome 


substitute in the herbs they grow. Fully illustrated. (Pub.) $2.50 
Coulter, Francis G. MANUAL OF HOME VEGETABLE GARDENING Doubleday, Doran 
* In the cooler parts of the country where gardens are not ploughed in March 


and planted in April, this book (coming April 17th) still has a chance for this year's 
gardeners, and it is one of the best. Its major drawback is its late arrival. A plan, 
however, is a gardener's first step, so sell this through the year for next season's 
planning. It is another how-to-do-it from artichokes to zucchini. Each vegetable is 
carefully and fully discussed, - soil, tools, insecticides, frost tables and all the 
rest. Terms are explained as they are used. A very complete book for the novice. 
Doubleday's outdoor books have a wide public and this will add to it. The ground 
covered is about the same as Dempsey's -— but its less advanced. (4/17) $2.50 


Dempsey, Paul W. GROW YOUR OWN VEGETABLES Houghton, Mifflin 


An expert with twenty five years experience in a state experimental station, 
and a gardener who writes from his gardening in his own family circle, are mellowly 
combined. He is broadminded enough to try anything, and his aims are purely practical 
ones. In fifteen pages of easy-to-read print he plans and prepares the garden. In 
the remaining hundred he covers two model gardens, 20 X 25 X 50 feet. Planting, cul- 
tivation with particular reference to each vegetable, small fruits, insect control, 
early crops, preparation and preserving of surplus for table and winter use, as well 
as chapters on herbs and flowers. Sweet potatoes are, the only obvious omission, due, 
we suppose, to space requirements. Sweet corn is not advised either for model gar- 
dens. The instructions on both sweet corn and asparagus are uncommonly good, however. 
An excellent buy for anyone wanting a complete job on vegetables. (Pub.) $2.00 


Morse, H. K. GARDEN EASILY Scribner 


A breather from vegetables, this book telling you how to grow a lovely, 
practical, cheerful garden — planned according to your natural setting. Author of 
Gardening In The Shade, here is the humor and spontaneity which characterized the 
first book. Moreover, full consideration is given to time, and lack of it, money, and 
preference. If you have lawns, plan what you can now; don't clutter them up with tiny, 
irregular beds; try flowering shrubs, woodland gardens with bulbs, simple borders with 
a succession of blooming perennials, water gardens for those who hate to weed, wall 
gardens for those who hate to bend, etc. Full instructions on preparation of the soil, 
planting, cutting, pests, with lists of tried and true plants if others prove too dif- 
ficult. A well planned and beautifully illustrated book. (Pub.) $2.50 


Nissley, Charles H. HOME VEGETABLE GARDENING Rutgers Univ. Press 


Already reviewed on Page 1l, as it was the first in the field. Included 
here to round out the picture, as it is a straightforward, practical and simple guide 
for the uninitiates. The author starts with equipment and location and plan; goes 
through.the routine of soil, planting, care, harvesting, storing, and gives more space 
to diseases, pests, etc. than most beginners' books. One section on seed testing is a 
bit beyond the amateur and is omitted in the Pocketbook edition. ($.25) Cloth $1.50 





(Note:- Pre-views of the above three titles were most unprofessionally reviewed on 
P. 93) 
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Ogden, Samuel R. HOW TO GROW FOOD FOR YOUR FAMILY Barnes 


* If you have a sceptical customer who questions the feasibility, Mr. Ogden 
is an example of how it can be done. He has kept careful records; he feeds a family 

of 8, a camp of 22, sells on the side, and puts up for winter use, all for an outlay 
of $60.61. He took in $69.80, The story of a business man who retired and tried out 
his theories in Vermont, with a short growing season and year-round frosts. He has 
selected hardy vegetables to which less hardy can be added in other sections. He tells 


the whys and hows of soil, planting, care and harvesting, and putting up for winter. 


Especially good descriptions of tools and procedure, trenching, spading. (4/22) 
$2.00 

Pfeiffer, Ehrenfried & GROW A GARDEN Anthroposophic Press 

Riese, Erika And Be Self Sufficient 225 West 57th St. 


New York City 

At Phoenixville, Penna. the headquarters of the Bio-Dynamic Farming and 
Gardening Association, under the supervision of the authors, demonstrates effectively 
the basic soundness of the theories summarized in this book. To the outsider, the 
source from "the other side" seems suspect, but the results a.‘e not to be refuted. 
The book contains much about yeasts and fermentation, about manure and compost heaps, 
based on certain bio-dynamic formulae which are available to those seriously interest-— 
ed. Other information on vegetables, on salad greens, on herbs is simply and adequate- 
ly handled. Particularly challenging are their theories that certain vegetables grown 
next to others may, enhance, ruin or counteract each other; that cabbage and beans, 
beets and onions, celery and leeks, cucumbers and corn are beneficial oombinations. 
Unfortunately, the format is not appealing, the omissions are irritating to the aver- 


age gardener, and the methods will mean more to the initiate than to the uninitiate - 
though presumably the book is intended to appeal to both. Suggest this to your garden 
clubs as a new approach. $1.25 
Putnam, Jean-Marie & GARDENS FOR VICTORY Harcourt, Brace 


Cosper, Lloyd C. 


This is the form of propaganda which though worthy is apt to bore some 
clients. Too much emphasis on "carrots for better blackout sight", and "pull up the 
vines and substitute cucumbers". Therefore save this one for the nutrition and canteen 
classes, for thefood and housing squads in civilian defense, for the health food groups. 
You'll be safe and your clients better satisfied. There is so much packed into the 
book, and wordily so, that it is not easy to use. Herbs are listed with 50 references, 
lettuce has 16, beans and swiss chard 8 each. The result is a feeling of repetition 
and much time is spent in tracking down the proper reference. The book requires time 
to study, assimilate, and rearrange in proper categories. Various of the subjects 
covered are vitamins, beauty, space savers, planning and planting, glass and soilless 
culture, herb and salad gardens, junior gardens, diseases and pests, etc. All this and 
yet no specific directions for harvesting crops, cutting asparagus, descriptions or 
definitions of onion sets, of seed potatoes, etc. A book which is too explicit for the 


amateur, insufficient for the expert. (Pub.) The only book, however, with a Calif- 
ornia background. $2.50 
Robbins, Ann Roe 25 VEGETABLES ANYONE CAN GROW Crowell 
* The amateur's book, without any question, and one that many others will 


enjoy and use. Believing that the new gardener should aim at quality, not quantity, 
the author picks 25 vegetables and does a thorough job on each: its history, food val- 
ue, culture, habits of growth, types and varieties, how much to buy, planting - how 
and where, soil, cultivation and care,harvesting, canning and uses. This is supple- 
mented by chapters on early seed raising indoors, sprays, fertilizers and insecticides, 
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canning charts and tables, storing, etc. Maps give the average dates of the last kill- 
ing frosts, garden plans. The suggestion that part of the garden be filled with flowers 
for cutting in the house will lure many a client into buying this book. The results 
should be amply rewarding to make them confirmed home vegetable addicts. (Pub.)$2.25 


Any Queries on Garden Books for Children? Here are Some Hints. 


DuBois, G.&F. PETER AND PENNY PLANT A GARDEN (Stokes) -— 7 and 8 year olds. $1.25 


Bianco, M. GREEN GROWS THE GARDEN (Macmillan) - For 9 and 10 year olds. $1.50 
Bates, A. THE GARDENER'S FIRST YEAR (annuals); THE GARDENER'S SECOND YEAR (per- 


rennials); THE GARDENER'S THIRD YEAR (bulbs, etc.) Longmans, Green. 
The best coverage for serious young gardeners - ten and up.Each. $2.00 


SPORTING AND OUTDOOR TITLES 
Fredrikson, Clark L. THE PICNIC BOOK Barnes 


A completely practical book tells how to plan a successful program with 
games and fun to keep things going (even if used as a way to entertain service men). 
The backbone of the text, however, is the data on a real picnic, on building fires, 
making emergency cooking utensils from cans, cooking dependably good food. For the 
picnic-de-luxe, how to get a picnic director who'll plan it and bring theequipment. A 
good bookfor public libraries, camps, recreation centers, rather than private citizens. 

(4/6) $1.25 


Martin, George W. COME AND GET IT! Barnes 


Just an excellent book on outdoor cooking of indoor foods, not a particul- 
arly original or imaginative idea book on al fresco service. This tells how to build 
an outdoor grate or fireplace; gives helpful hints on cooking, general advice and re- 
cipes for soups, meats, vegetables, desserts, campers rations,and picnics, and a spec- 
ial chapter for the hunter's bag of game (yes, even skunks!) There's a possibility 
that something of this kind may ultimately be part of the nutrition defense progran, 
but at the moment it seems limited in its appeal. (4/6) $2.00 


Laveaga, Robert VOLLEY BALL Barnes 


An authority since the introduction of the game writes a bock which com- 
bines historical background and methods of play, designed for coaches and players. From 
general rules to specific details of techniques, attack and defense, useful for a 


step-by-step instruction for the beginner and improvement for seasoned players. ( Pub.) 
$1.00 


Smith, C. Warren MUSINGS OF AN ANGLER Barnes 


"Ow", as the late Fishing Editor of Outdoors was affectionately known to 
anglers and hundreds of readers of this widely distributed magazine, died last fall. 
He was a preacher from Wisconsin, a writer who loved to fish not for fish, or for the 
Sake of the catch, but for "Doubts anodynes and care's surcease”" in so doing. He is 
never forgetful of the enjoyment of sport, never blinded by techniques and methods, 
and while there is much valuable fishing lore, it is not a "how to” book. This is an 
easy-going combination of a great angler's philosophy, experiences, lessons and fish 
stories. It has a combined market, sporting and religious, and a quality of awareness 
that should be valuable today. (Pub.) $2.00 
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SPRING JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. O° % 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Lida CUCKOO Harper 


. A fascinating addition to the Lida series, a text that might have been pure 
saccharine is somehow or other shorn of sentimentality. Lovely pictures by Rojankovsky. 
[The story of the coming of spring, of birds and nest building, of a cuckoo egg laid in 
a titmousenest, of how the baby cuckoo displaces its nest mates, and finally grew too 
big for the opening. The colored pictures carry the story from page to page, and the 


text is not too babyish for just above the picture book age. (4/15) $1.25 
Rey, H. A. ELIZABITE: Adventures of a Carnivorous Plant Harper 
Sheer nonsense - and H. A. Rey can swing it. The idea of a carnivorous 


plant feeding upon insect life appealed to his imagination and he expands the idea to 
the absurdity of the plant becoming really dangerous to humanity, with cannibalistic 
tendencies, so that it is finally lodged in a zoo. Good fun. Nonsense pictures. 


(4/15) $1.50 
Rey. H. A. UNCLE GUS' CIRCUS & UNCLE GUS' FARM Houghton, Mifflin 
sie A new kind of cut-out-and-play-book (or more accurately, two of them) which 


should prove a boon to parents whose children aren't quite old enough to be trusted 
with scissors. Here are play books with figures that can be pressed out of the sheets, 
and folded into shape. Circus figures and "props" for playing circus; farm animals and 
people and "props" for playing farm; and the outside cover of each book forms a stage- 
set for the game. The text is simple and factual enough for reading aloud to the small 
fry. Remember The Playbook of Troy - The Playbook of Robin Hood, etc. (alas no longer 
in print)? This is the same sort of idea, less educational in content and purpose, 

and adapted to much younger children. The circus book is the better of the two, in 


that the figures are less fragile; ducklings and piglets emerge too small for practical 
handling. Each $1.50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
Seyfert, Ella Maie AMISH MOVING DAY Crowell 


From the angle of sound factual background material dealing with people and 
a way of life, this is good. But as a story, it limps a bit, and lacks any sense of 
building up to a climax, any integrated plot. It seems to me that children need this 
where the content is not identifiable with self - where the characters and setting are 
"foreign", even though this is a slice of America. Little Martha Wenger is an everyday 
child, but an Amish child, and this is the story of Amish life today (or virtually to- 
day), first in Pennsylvania, then in Maryland. It has a feel of other times, other 
customs, however which is inevitable in an authentic picture of a people who hold 
tenaciously to patterns of the past. The story element is virtuelly non-existent. 
Illustrated. (April) $2.00 
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Cohn, Norma BROTHER AND SISTER Ox ford 


Really a primer in vocabulary and content, as pictures and story relate the 
simple adventures of a brother and sister, a cat and a dog. Somewhat more word repe- 
tition would have been advisable, but on the whole it is more successful than most ef- 
forts in this direction. Illustrated by the author. (4/16.) $1.00 


'FPriskey, Margaret ANNIE AND THE WOODEN SKATES Oxford 


This has one feather in its cap,- the first (so far as I know) story about 
the Robert E. Lee children and the life at Arlington. The story centers around eight 
year old Annie, middle of the family and sure that she is not so good as her brothers 
and sisters at anything: But- after a sad start- her first pair of wooden skates helps 
restore her self-esteem. Nice picture of family life at a period long before the 
Civil War, plenty of incident and good characterization. I didn't like the pictures 
by Lucia Patton, but I did like the story. (Publ.) $1.50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 
Raymond, Margaret T. & Mohr, C. O. PRAIRIE DOG TOWN Dodd, Mead 


Fits in with other text and photograph nature books, though this is 

straight fact without any feel of story built up around the prairie dog characters, 

‘No particular distinction in style or manner (Margaret Raymond tends to talk down a bit 
wher she writes for younger children; her metier is evidently the teen age for which 
she writes very well). I don't like the shift from present tense to past and back to 
precent. However, there is very little available nature material about the desert life 
and a prairie dog book should have good market as supplementary nature reader in the 
desert districts. Sound information on all details of life and habits, of friends and 


enemies. Line drawings by Carl Mohr supplement the excellent photographs. (Publ.) 
$1.50 


Robinson, W. W. AT THE SEASHORE Macmillan 


Text by W. W. and beautiful doublespreads in full color and decorative 
Crawings on every page of text by Irene B. Robinson. A California seashore book, with 
so much sound information worked into a might-—be-true story of two children and a dog 
that I think it rates classification as a fact book. Shells and near shore creatures, 
not only fish and growing things, but aquatic mammals as well. (Publ.) $2.00 


“Mellen, Ida M. TWENTY LITTLE FISHES Messner 


* Excellent factual material about small fishes by the former chief aquarist 
of the New York Aquarium. She divides the fish of which she writes into fish of the big 
aquarium, fish of the pond, fish of the small home aquarium, fish of the seashore. 
Brief "stories" with surprisingly dramatic and vivid glimpses of fish family life, ap- 
pearance, the young, etc. Beautiful illustrations both factual and decorative, repro- 
duced in color - drawn by Else Bostelmann. Junior Guild selection. (4/3) $2.00 


Gould, Dorothea VERY FIRST AID Oxford 


I didn't think it could be done, but here it is -— an excellent and very 
simple "very first aid book". Pocket book size — second grade vocabulary- comprehen- 
sible if read around to even younger children. What to do in case of accident, includ- 
ing such elementary childhood accidents as scrapes, cuts, burns, and more serious things 
such as dog bites, unconsciousness, broken bones, poison, etc. Throughout reiterated 
warnings of "Call the Doctor! What is the doctor's number? Don't do's — and Do do's. 


The pictures by Elizabeth Ripley are adroit blends of how-to-do and humor. (Publ.) 
$. 50 
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Bailey, Bernadine ECUADOR Whitman 


Another of these excellent small goegraphies, with good content material 
for supplementary reading and lots of pictures by Kurt Wiese. Ecuador comes at a good 
time when the information about its products have special interest in that they paral- 
lel products not now available from the far east (quinine, rubber, kapok etc.) (June) 

$.50 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 - 9) 
Harper, Wilhelmina EASTER CHIMES Dutton 


Sorry, but I don't think this measures up to Miss Harper's usual collections, 
It seems anemic, somewhat sentimental; perhaps Easter stories are that way? Also, the 
balance seems wrong; so many of the stories have to do with eggs, so few have any re- 
ligious significance - and the one chapter which explains the reason for the associa- 
tion with Easter of eggs and rabbits coming at the end makes no contribution to the 
purpose of the choice. A few old standbyes, The Selfish Giant by Wilde and a number 
of Andersen's fairy tales raise the general level. Illustrated by Wilfred Jones. 


(Publ. ) $2.00 
Pease, Josephine van Dolzen THE HAPPY BOOK Rand, McNally 
The Fun of Doing Things Right 
Classify this under Picture Story Books if you prefer, or here —- under 
"Read Aloud". Moral tales for healthy, happy living, very brief and not too pointed 
in application. Some are told in rhyme, most of them in prose, and all deal with every- 
day behaviour problems, handled as modern fables. Introduction by Angelo Patri. 
(4/?) $2.00 
STORY BROOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Stone, Eugenia BIG WHEELS ROLLING Caxton 
” Not just another "covered wagon story" - but one of the best I've read 


(and I've read too many for my taste). This is based on the actual experiences of the 
author's grandmother, and tells of the happy Marays and how their spirit of gaiety and 
good fellowship kept up the morale of the wagon train of which they were a part, as 
they followed the route from St. Joe across the plains and mountains and deserts and 
finally, when almost within sight of their goal, they met near defeat, as they were 
snowed in on the Sierra summit, looking towards the promised land of the Sacramento 
Valley. Credibly handled with a sense of authentic background of the round of life and 
experience on the trail, culminating in a climax that almost rivals the famous Donner ; 


Pass story. (5/1) $2.50 
Lovelace, Maud & Delos THE GOLDEN WEDGE Crowell 
x x 


I don't think I have come across a collection of legends since Shen of the 
Sea (with which Chrisman won the Newbery Award in 1926) which held me spellbound from 
first page to last. These are Indian legends of South America, and they overlap no 
other legends I've read, they have a zest and freshness in the telling that makes each 
Story a gem. Some are elementary racial myths, some are legends obviously grown up 
around extravagances of nature, some are hero tales, some are new versions of world 
themes (the flood in The Wonderful Llama; the discipline of fire in Thunder Pird; the 
gift of music in The Stranger’s Gift), But whatever the basic theme, the handling has 
a vitality that gives it new strength. Sources tapped indicate wide study of many 
parts of South America. An important contribution to folk literature for all ages. If 
the samples included are a fair cross sectioning, the illustrations by Charlotte Ann 
Chase measure up to the quality of the text. (4/28) $2.00 
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Alger, Leclaire THE GOLDEN SUMMER Harper 


This is an achievement, for the story is more important than the excellent 
and evidently well authenticated background of Slovak life and spirit. Too often tales 
are thin and books published because of the ,icture siven of other ways of life. This 
does both. The period is before Munich, but there is unrest and suspicion and surveil- 
lance in the air, giving it a contemporary feel. A lonely doctor takes into his home 
(and heart) two children, the orphan distant relative, Andrusik, whom he adopts, and 
small Fanya, who speedily discards the cotton wool in which her life had been spent and 
becomes a sturdy peasant village child. The organization of a children's band, and the 
adventures — with their not too happy ending - of the band and the contest forty miles 
away, make a good yarn, while the details of Slovak life are secondary. By the author 
of Jan and the Wonderful Mouth Organ. Illustrated by Aldven A. Watson. (4/1) $2.00 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth HOUSE-BOAT SUMMER Macmillan 


A somewhat simpler story than one expects from Elizabeth Coatsworth —- and 
for younger readers than her recent books. A tale of a might-—be-true summer holiday 
spent by a brother and sister visiting an uncle and aunt on a houseboat off Damariscot- 
ta, coast of Maine. Mild adventure - and the record of how a shy boy found himself. 





Marguerite Davis illustrations are not up to her best work. (Publ.) $1.75 
Tracy, Edward B. PADDLES The Story of a Sea Lion Putnam 
. There have been similar stories, but this has more substance to it than its 


prececessors. The background material of the early life of a sea lion up to the point 
of capture seems authentic; the years of captivity are based on actual experience on 
the part of a most successful trainer, who has telescoped the personalities and anec- 
dotes of several sea lions in the story of Paddles, his capture, training, and stage 
and circus life, his taste of freedom and return to captivity, and his final escape 


from a burning ship, with his mate and "pup". Nice pictures by Ralph Nelson. $2.00 
FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Fast, Howard & Bette THE PICTURE-BOOK HISTORY OF THE JEWS Hebrew Publ. Co. 


A disappointing attempt to do something that - if done as it might have 
been done - would fill a real need. Good looking book, effective layout with decora- 
tive and informative doublespreads in color and line into which the running text has 
been worked. A skillful piece of condensation and highlighting of Jewish history which 
loses its importance because two thirds of the book is devoted to the already familiar 
Old Testament history, and the balance too superficially and thinly spun over the sub- 
sequent 2,000 years. What is needed is a history of Judaism during those years, of 
Zionism today, ete. in order to show the contribution the race has made even during 
its record of persecution. This book is neither pictorially nor anecdotally dramatic 
enough to do more than supply a skeleton which is unlikely to stimulate further read- 


ing. (April) $1.25 
FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 

Desmond, Alice Curtis JORGE'S JOURNEY Macmillan 

* A story of Brazil, of a small boy apprenticed to a lazy bully on a coffee 


fazenda, and of how he ran away to San Paulo and then to Santos, seeking the owner of 
the plantation and a chance to work for him. Through his adventures you learn a lot 

of sound facts about coffee raising, handling and shipping, and it is a good story as 
well. Very nice pictures in line by Flora De Muth. (Publ. ) $1.75 
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Buck, Elizabeth Hawthorn MOUNT AND RIDE Penn 





Historical novel of the American Revolution - South Carolina during British 


occupancy of Charleston - growth of Francis Marion renown and achievements. The story 
revolves around Alan Lindsay whose father is a British prisoner, and who is left in 
charge of the plantation and of his mother and sister. He becomes a scout for Marion, 
and has various adventures. No particular sense of plot - lots of atmosphere and in- 
cident. A good tale, but not particularly original. (5/21) $2.00 


Norman, Dorothy MARJORIE'S ANTIQUE SHOP Penn 


Good reading, though not a very convincing story - as two girls, both 
pretty young, succeed against odds in carrying out a preject of running an antique 
shop with the background of Marjorie's ancestral home and possessions drawn from attic 
and cellar and overfilled rooms. There's a mystery - two in fact + and both are sol- 


ved, and one supplies the answer to the problem of a disappearing fortune. A good 
deal of data on antiques finds a place in the story, but not handled in such a way as 
to suggest this as a vocational book - or a how-to-do-likewise tale. (5/14) $2.00 
Yeager, Dorr GREY DAWN Penn 


Good dog-and-mine story. A young couple, bitten with the gold bug, are 
driven to find new territory and a new home. They stumble on a deserted cabin ina 
fertile valley; they take possession and find a clue to a lost mine; they fail to find 
anything to explain the disappearance of the former owner so stay on through the year, 
making a real home of the cabin, and trying to win the confidence of the great dog who 
had gone almost back to wolfdom. This is more the story of the dog, Grey Dawn, than 
of the people, and should be recommended as such. (5/21) $2.00 


‘ 


Farley, Walter LARRY AND THE UNDERSEA RAIDER Random House 


Honolulu, just before Pearl Harbor, forms the background for this thrilling 
tale of adventure. Larry's father is a naval officer in charge of a destroyer seeking 
the home base of a mystery raider. Larry forms a friendship with a Hawaiian youth and 
through him becomes involved with a mad adventure, seeking an uncharted island from 
which a cry for help had come. After incredible happenings, the boys reach the island, 
stumble on the base of the submarine, are captured, escape, and finally, between then, 
do their share in revealing the raider and the base to the proper authorities. Good 
melodrama, with all the stops pulled. Particularly timely; not literature! (4/7) $1.75 


Lathrop, West JUNEAU: The Sletgh Dog Random House 


A routine story of the Alaskan wilds; I felt as if I had read it several 
times, but still found it a good yarn. A city boy persuades his father to leave him 
with his great dog and Indian guide, while the father goes to a distant mine. But the 
friend who was to join him is not available, the guide deserts and turns enemy, his 
cupidity aroused by the mystery of the contents of a locked box, and the boy and dog 
face the challenge of the wilds alone - and conquer. Not much distinction in writing, 
but well paced and good entertainment of its kind. Illustrated by Kurt Wiese. (4/7) 

$2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Coffman, Ramon P. & Goodman, N. G. FAMOUS EXPLORERS Barnes 


we 


These are not full-fledged biographies, but rather the stories of the parti- 


cular achievements in exploration of famous explorers of history. In other words, the 
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aims and achievements are stressed rather than the men who succeeded. Examples-— the 
discovery of an all water route to India (Vasco da Gama); first sight of the Pacific 
(Balboa); rounding the globe (Magellan); conquest of Mexico (Cortez); search for gold 
(Coronado); establishing New France (Champlain); opening up the northwest (Mackenzie); 
crossing a continent (Meriwether Lewis and William Clark); exploration in Africa (Liv- 
ingstone and Stanley); arctic exploration, antarctic exploration, air conquests, etc. 
Good condensations, where brief, concise records are needed. (Publ.) $2.00 


Cook, James H. LONGHORN COWBOY Putnam 


Biography of a man who has made a name for himself as cowboy, ranger, scout, 
big game hunter, etc. Into his life is packed the whole span of the cowboy history, 
open range, riding herd on longhorns from Texas to the markets, serving as "cow waddie” 
in rounding up wild cattle, ranching. He had his experiences, friendly and otherwise, 
with Indians, and gives a very fair picture of the problem, with full tribute paid to 
the contribution they have made and could have made, and recognition of the mistakes 
in handling them. He served with the army against Indians and Mexicans. And he knows 
his southeast, as evidenced by his collaborator, Howard R. Driggs. Illustrated by 
Herbert Stoops. (Publ.) $2.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 
Ferris, Elmer E. JERRY FOSTER, SALESMAN Doubleday, Doran 


This is better than Jerry at the Academy but not so good as Jerry of Seven 
Mile Creek. It has a hurdle to take in the fact that it dates without being period 
stuff or historical. In spite of this fact, the fundamentals of selling seem to be 
ageless, and Elmer Ferris, himself an authority on the subject, has incorporated most 
of them in this story of how Jerry made good (with plenty of set-backs) in the summer 
job and the months that followed. Jerry is attractively human, he has lots of prickles, 
and he has his quota of ups and downs. Period data (before the turn of the century) 
is authentic. I've seen only the jacket and end paper (by Paul Galdone), and feel 
that, although it carries out the feel of the period, it lacks the quality of warmth 


and sympathy with youth that is characteristic of the text. It seems stiff. (4/17) 
$2.00 


Kitson, H. D. & Lingenfelter, M. R. VOCATIONS FOR BOYS Harcourt, Brace 


Companion volume to Vocations for Girls and planned to cover - in the same 
general way, the scope of careers high school boys should consider. Not intended as 
an exhaustive study of any of them, but should serve to pull out of ruts those who can 
think of only "doctor, lawyer, merchant, chief". Sub-heads under which occupations 
fall are the following:- WANTED -— SKILLED CRAFTSMEN (of special timeliness since it 
includes automotive and aviation trades); BEST BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES (such fields as 
engineering, advertising, office work, etc.); FOR THE ELECT ONLY (the arts and profes- 
sions); RISKY BUT REWARDING (finance, real estate, salesmanship, etc.); ON DRESS PARADE 
(service); LADIES FIRST - BUT MEN TOO (teaching, librarianship, etc.); WHEN HOBBIES 
GROW UP (Photography, handicrafts, radio, sports, etc.); OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE HANDI- 
CAPPED and THE LOOK AHEAD (which discusses how to prepare yourself, how to analyze your 
interests, how to go about getting a job). The text is inevitably superficial, but at 
least should stimulate interest, broaden horizons, and lead to follow through along 
lines indicated by excellent reading lists. In general, each vocation is treated by 
definition of meaning and scope, necessary education and preparation, possible futures, 
and probable earnings. Less anecdotal or human interest material than I remember in 
previous book. (4/9) $2.50 
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Goodwin, Hal A MICROPHONE FOR DAVID Penn 


Sed * A good radio career book, with definite vocational value, for this is the 
story of two high school boys who get a chance, after graduation, to try out through 
the summer for a scholarship in radio schooling. David has what it takes, in special 
feature work, originality, enthusiasm, sense of drama; Willis is more stable, has a 
better voice, does "commercials" to the satisfaction of the customers. The summer , 


proves to be -— through most of it - a continuation of an old rivalry, with Willis 
usually landing the bacon. David is a victim of his own personality - and has lots of 
setbacks, but he comes through in emergency and gets his breaks, - a chance to para- 


chute to the scene of a bomber crash, to run the studio when the hurricane disrupts the 
whole of New England. But Willis gets the scholarship — and David gets a job on the 
home front! Almost all aspects of radio are touched upon in the course of their sum- 
mer experiences. And it is a good story, well told. (5/21) $2.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS & GIRLS - Fiction 


Wellman, Paul I. ANGEL WITH SPURS Lippincott 


A sort of super western technique in a story with an historical-biograph- 


ical background. General Shelby, Confederate Army, escapes with his troops into Mex- 
ico, rather than surrender to the Union forces. This is the story of that venture - 
of the first idea to join Juarez, then the shift to Maximilian who turned him down. 


Into this is woven the adventure-romance of a Missouri girl, a renegade desperado and 
a soldier. Good entertainment, with a factual base. (See Page 130 for fuller report.) 
(4/22) $2.75 





Non-fiction 
ah Malone, Ted AMERICAN PILGRIMAGE Dodd, Mead 


Combine this with the anthology edited by Malone (see Page 112), and you 
have literary history and biography in popular form, with the intimate closeup of the 
author's visits to the writers homes. Brief biographies, with commentaries on their 
place in American literature. (See Page 138 for full report and list of authors. ) 

(Publ. ) $2.50 


Teale, Edwin Way BYWAYS TO ADVENTURE Dodd, Mead 
Natural history hobby trails for amateurs, - birds, plants, trees, animals, 
insects, minerals, astronomy, weather, shells, snakes, lizards, turtles, microscopy, 
wild pets, fossils, marine life, wild and park conservation, ete. etc. Each chapter 
indicates type of equipment needed, helpful books, fields available to the amateur. 
Good field guide. (For full report see Page 136). (4/20) $3.00 
Meyer, Dickey NEEDED - WOMEN IN AVIATION McBride 


About 99% vocational, as Meyer outlines briefly and factually the various 
jobs to be had, — Civil Air Patrol, girls as student pilots, teachers, radio operators, 
mechanics in the hangars, positions in manufacturing, jobs in commercial aviation. No 
dash to the handling, but good book for vocational reference shelves. (See Page 139) 

(Publ.) $2.00 


BOOKS FOR TEACHERS AND PARENTS 
Sanderson, Clara Wilson THE GREAT ADVENTURE OF PEDAGOGY Caxton 


Cl A blueprint for teachers and students, this outline of techniques for high 
schools under progressive system. This indicates projects to be initiated and carried 
through, gives instruction on maintaining drama and integration and play of various 
schoolroom activities, etc. (See Page 135 for full report) (4/15) $4.00 





